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552 HISTORY OF BERKS COCSTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

in business :it Carlisle and died in 1906); Catharine (m. 
to John H. Strickler); and Christian Henry {the subject 
of this sketch). 

His grandfather was Christian Ruhl, born in 1751 
in Lancaster county, and brought up to farming. He 
remo,·ed to Cumberland county in 1Sl3, and besides 
carrying on farming was also· engaged in lumbering, 
milling and distilling until he died in 1850: 

His great-grandfather was also named Christian, born 
in Lancaster county, followed. farmh'1g, and died in 
1829. 

His great-great-grandfather emigrated from Holland 
in 1743, and settled near l\It>unt Joy, in Lancaster 
county. 

WILLIAll RICK, r.Iayor of Reading for the term of 
1908-11, was born July 28, 18i5, at the village of ~liller~ 
burg, Bethel township, Berks count}". He acquired his 
preliminary education in the local schoois and at the 
KeYstone State Normal Sci~ool, after which he entcrt"d 
~Iuhlenberg College at Allentown, Pa., and rema111ing thcr\! 
thre~ ye;.lrs, was graduated in June, 18!>3. He tht:n he
gai1 the study of law by registering as a st:.cJ::nt in the 
law office of Jacobs. & Keiser .. at Reading, :mJ on Xo,·. 
11, fS9ti, was regularlv admitted to practisl! before th.:: 
courB of Berks count,:. He then went to the Yale Law 
School. and graduated in 1897. Immediately heginning 
acth-e practice, he has continued with increa:;in~ success 
until the present ti:ne, his offices being at Xo. :. ~u Court 
street. Shortly after entering upon his legal prn~rice, he 
identified himself with the Republican party. and in ap
preciation of his servi\:CS was given the apy.)int1:1ent oi 
deputy controller of Berks county by Joseph X. Shomo. 
who was appointed on ).fay 2:?. 1901, by the Go·:,.:-rnor, 
as the tirst controller of the county. a posiriQn which 
he filled until Jan. 6, 1902. In 1904 in the organization 
of the school board of that year. ~Ir. Rick was elected 
school solicitor of the Reading school district. and sen·eJ 
for the term of 1904-'07. 

In 1908 Mr. Rick was nominated for mayor of Reading 
on the Republican ticket, being chos~n in preference to 
se\'eral other candidates. His Democratic opponent was 
Edward Yeager, who had been ~Iayor three years before. 
and who was popular with t~e communi!Y· A v~gor?L~5 
campaign was waged. :\Ir. Rick conductm~ much 01 it 
himseli and making numerous speeches. T!10ugh Re~~d· 
ing was normally Democratic by about 500. :\Ir. Rick 
was .triumphantly elected mayor b>· upwarcis of 1.dni.> 
majority. beiug the youngest ca~didate e':er elected ti) 
that position. ShortJy before h.is maug\~~at11 :t he fom1.ed 
a law partnership with Frederick \V. :\1cc.ll:', under t1~e 
title of Rick & Nicolls. and. though he spent part of his 
time in attending to his law business, ~evoted hims..eli 
principally to the intricate municipa! affam; of the c:ty. 
One of the most remarkable local improvement~ during 
his term was the completion of the Spring street subw~y. 
connecting the northeastern section of th~ city with the 
north central, and greatly expediting tr~ffic ar:id transp•.H
tation which had formerly been almost 1mposs1blc bt:twecn 
these districts except by a circuitous rou~e. . 

llr. Rick has always had a good busmess head. a.ml 
it is as a business lawyer. seeing the common sense 
side of the law and discarding its technicalities and ir~· 
equalities, that he has been particularly successful. . I hs 
conduct of citv affairs thus far has also been on a strictly 
business basis· as well as of absolute integrity. His bu$i
ness capacity ~is evidenced by his connection with a num
ber of local enterprises, being a director of the Tit?rks 
County Trust Compan~·. the American Casualty Compa_ny. 
the Reading Wood Pulley Company. and the Readm~ 
Saddle and ~Tanufacturing Company. . 

:\Ir. Rick, both as lawyer and as 'l>ubhc officer. has at
wa,·s been animated bv a keen desire to do his full <llity 
to ·his clients and to his constituents. and nothing is too 
laborious or unpleasant for him t<? undertak~ ·in .attait~ing 
this encl. His courtesy .and pat1cnc<: ~re mexnaustihk. 
and if his resentment is ever aroused. tt means that he 
has endured until endurance is no longer right, and th:-1t 

-----·"-·· 

the offender has been guilty o'f some utterly indefensible' 
action. . · 

In 1899 ~Ir. Rick was married to C:lrric B. Lawshe. 
<lallghter of Abner Lawshe, merchant at Reading, and thcv 
have one daughter, ~largaret. · 

:'\Ir. Rick's father was Garrick .Mailery Fisher Rkk. 
He was born June 15, 1831. in Penn township, at Ccntrc
\'ille, now Garneld. He at·~1ded the local schools durin1.~ 
his. boyhood, and also a sch'Uol in Chester county. Upon 
his· return home he was employed on a farm for a numbi:r 
of years, and then entered a general store at Rehrersbur!! 
for the purpose of learning the mercantile business. an1l 
in 1855 he embarked in business for himseli. He continued 
at Rehrersburg untii 1860, and thcH mo,·cd to lliller::. 
burg. where he carried on a large general store with 
increasing success until 188.J, when he retired, and fo·c•: 
in retirement until his decease Oct. 10, HltJ~.. For fon:. 
years he was promint"ntly identified with the busines;;. 
rinandal and political affair:; bf his section of the county. 
and exerted much influence in the community. Upon h1,. 
retircmt:nt from business, he was succeeded in his husi. 
ness by his son John George Rick. He was an actiw 
member of the Lutheran Church for many years, and in 
poiitics was a stanch Republican. Hf' officiated as post
master oi :\Iillersburg for twenty-five years. He marri,tl 
Sarah :\nn Bt:yerle. daughter o.r Dr. George B~yerll!. oi 
Bernville. The,· had three children: John George l.m. t11 
Clara Kline): ~Iary (m. to Harry .A. Reinoehl. a lumb:::
merch:mt at Lebanon, _,Pa.}; and \Villiam, the subject ni 
this sketch. 

).Ir. Rick's grandfather was John Rick, who carrie.1 
on a store and tannery at Centre\·ille for many year:;. 
He died in 1839, aged thirty-nine years. He marrie~ Eliz~l
beth Fisher, b,· whom he had eight children: Louisa ( m 
to William Schaffner); Fayetta (m. to John Heighold) : 
Garrick ::\I. F. ( m .. to Sarah Beyerte) ; Emma :\l. ( m. 
to Cornelius Stamm); Lydia (m.·to Amos Huyett); John: 
Sidney, and George (ni. to Mary Ann Deppen). 

DIETRICH. The Dietrich family is one of the mC\H 
numerous and prominent in Berk:;. cou!lty. It ha
been distinguished for the loyal and mtelhgent i:tttzen
ship, and for the honorable and upright lives. of tho:o\· 
bearing the name. The ancestry was of royal blooci 
in the German empire, and acts of valor and deed .. 
of philanthropy of the Dietrichs have illumined tlw 
pages of Germ.in history for more. th!ln one tl~ous~n:t 
years. Five distinct houses of D1etnc!t or D!etenc.: 
have been elevated to the same armorial bearmgs •L" 
have been worn by the kings and emper:o~s thel!l· 
selves. In the New World they have parttc1pated m 
all the wars of this country, and in times of pea\.·'-' 
have been among :the industrious and useful mem-
bers oi societv. · 

The Dietrich Family Association ~·as founded aloni.: 
original lines in the year rnoa by \Villiam J. Dietrkl:. 
of 'Reading. :\Iectings were held in 1903, at Lenhart:-· 
·ville. and in 190-l and 1906 at Kutztown. At the la:-; 
meeting were . reyresentatives fro!11 seventeen Statt':". 
and. also from Canada and ~Iex1co. and upward • ·· 
three th-Ju.sand 'persons were present. Up to the pre:
ent time this is the largest family gathering ever hd· 
in Pennsylvania. 

In the following record of the family. the Rom.a: 
numerals indicate the number of the generation, begm 
ning with the first American ancestor. . 

(I) Adam Dietrich, born in the German Palatm:n; 
in the Rhine Valley, Oct. 28, 1740, was reared to al-!n 
cultural pursuits in his native country._ where he nJ,.. 
learned the trade of weaver. In 1751 hts elder brotlh': 
Johannes Dietrich, emigrated to America. and settk 
in Greenwich township, Berks County. Pa. He '\'' 
followed to this country by Adam and another broth~· 
Ca~per. in 17G7. The two brothers crossed t~e .·\ ~ 
l;uit1c in the ~bod ship· "Britannia." which q~1ah~ec.l :! 
Philadelphia Oct. 26~ 1767. Casper located m ~or 7 ; 
amp ton count,·. Pa., where he ti..-ed until about 1 :-:• 
when he settied in Virginia, from which Stat.:: ~: 
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n Casper Jr., sernd as a· soldier in the war of 
;~1 .; Caspe~ Dietrich had a large family. 
f~r soinc years after coming to this country Adam 

Dietrich apparently lived in Lowhill tow!lship, Nor~h-
mberland county, where in 1772 he paid a pr~pne

~:irY tax of $27.96. His occupation was that of a tarm
("r and innkeeper at Sunbury. In 11ss. when a federal 
ta.x was collected in that county, he was no longer 
a re~ident there, but the State rec<?rds, and . the o!d 
ta~ lists of Berks county, sho"· httn a resident m 
Greenwich township. Berks county. In J 779 he owned 
there 130 acres of )and, four horse~ and three cows. 
In 1750-81-82-83 he was assessed with 130 acres, two 
horses, two cattle in Greenwic.h; and in li79-S0-81-S~
~J-S'li-85 he was assessed also m !\faxatawny townslup 
with hvo horses, two cattle and two sheep. He conduct
ed an inn a quarter of a mile northeast. of Topton for 
:i:ome years, in addition to farming in . Gr~enwich. A 
'""arrant for eighty acres of land located m :N orthumber-

. land county "·as deeded to him Feb. 15, 1767,, by the 
Common'\\·ealth. On Feb. 15, 1787, he obtamed a!1-
other warrant, this one for sixty acres located m 
Greenwich township. In 1785 he bot!ght several lots 
of ground located on 'White Oak street, Kutztown, 
from George Kutz. In 1789 he bought from Michael 
Roth. who lived in Virginia, a tract of land . located 
in '!\Iaxatawny township, Berks county. This deed 
:-tates that Adam Dietrich was a yeoman. and a true 
:ind trusty friend of the grantor. In 1793 he purchased 
more land. this being a tract in Kutztown, from Sam
uel Schoedler. On N"o\'ember 30, 1809, a warrant was 
~ranted Adam Dietrich by the Commonwe31lth of Pet}n
~,·h-ania for a tract of 200 acres located m Greenwich 
township, and this he sold, Jur.e 3~ 1812, to his young
est son, Johann Christ~an, for $2.796. ·'\dai:n Dietri~h 
was loyal to his adopted land, and the Dietrich Family 
Association have certified records that he ~·as a. ser
ce:int in Capt. Jacob Baldy's company, under Lieut.
Col. Joseph Hiester, of Berks county, in the ReYolu
tionary war in 1780. 

Adam Dietrich was married before his emigration 
to America. and two of his children. Johann Adam 
:ind Johann· George, were born in the Fatherland. He 
married ~Iaria Barbara Steinbruch, who was born ~larch 
1:;. 1741, daughter of Jacob Steinbruch. She died on the 
homestead in Greenwich township, June· 6, 1821, a~ed 
~·ighty years, two months,. twenty-four davs. He di~d 
m Greenwich township ).[arch l, 1817. aged sevent!o·-six 
years, four months, and three days. ·Both Adam Diet
rich and his wife were stanch Lutherans, and were 
members of the :\fo~elem Church (which was estab
lished in 1742), of which he was an official. and they 
:ire both buried in the cemetery adjoining this church. 
To tliis couple were born seven sons and five daugh
ters. all but one of whom lived to old age. All the 
'Ons were named Johann, but "each was known by his 
·econd name with the exception of the sixth son, who 
had no second name. These children ":ere: ( 1) .Jo-· 
hann Adam, born Dec. 11. 1765, died Aug. 19, 1823. 
;i~ed fifty-seven years, eight months, eight days. 
I:!) Johann Georg_. born ::.\lay 7. 1767, died Xo\·. 4. 
i~45, ag<.-d se,·enty-eight years, five months. twenty
~c,·en days. (3) )faria Barbara. hon~ 1769, m. J.~
h:innes Zimmerman, of Albany township, where thelT 
•!escendants still reside. (4) :Maria Catharine. born 
l~i'l. m. RC\·. Johann ~fichael Schmidt. menti01~ed 
1~lsewhere. (5) Johanh:.Jacob, born June 25, 11;:1. d1~d 
~ept. 1, 1857, aged eighty-four years, two months. ~1.x 
•!ays. (G) Johann i\Iichad. born April 6. 1775, died 
June 19, 1861. aged eighty-six year5, two months, thir
lt-en days. (i) Johann Heinrich. horn liii, died 18.>7. 
~'I) Johann, born Jan. 7. 17i9; dic<l July 28. 1830. aged 
!:_fty-one year$. six months, twenty-one days. (9 \ ::\1 a
ria Elizabeth, born 1781. (10) Johann Christian. born 
.l:ln. 13, 1783. died Nov. 21. 1873, aged ninety years, 
tt·n months, eight days. (11) Maria !\fagdalcna, born 
~755. was known by the name of Polly. She rn. a 
1.:t:cker. (12) Anna ::\Iargaret, horn January. · 1787, 
•:icd July 14, 1538, aged fifty-one years, six months. 

She was called Beckie. and she m. Jacob Heffner 
(1781-1867) of Virginville, Pennsylvania. 

(II) Joh~nn Adam Dietrich, oldest son of Adam 
the emigrant, was born Dec. 11. 1765, in .Germany, and 
when a mere child came with his parents to Penpsyl
vania. He grew up on the farm. and when twenty-one 
years old, in liSS, married Catharine C~rist, ~om 1767. 
who died in Greenwich in 1837, aged s1xty-mne years. 
He lived in Greenwich township for some years, and 
then owned a farm on which he lived in the Stony Run, 
in Albany township. Here he died suddenly of ~po
plexy. Aug. 19, 1823, aged fift.y-se~en years, . eight 
months. eight days. He and his wife arc buried at 
Grimville. His three children were: Jo!lcrnnes, born 
Feb. 26, 1795, died April 1, 1872; George died in in
fancy; ::\Iary (1803-~883) m. Jacob Wessner. 

(III) Johannes Dietrich (1795r-1872), son of Johann 
Adam. lived in the Stony Run, on the homestead 
which. latterly was owned by his son John, who was 
over six feet tall. and very strong. Johannes Diet
rich kept many bees, and was very successful in rais
ing them. Vis!tors to his f~mily were treated to an 
abundance of honey. which he had the year around. 
His sons and grandsons inherited from him the art 
of bee raising. . 

In 1823 ·he married Catharine Kunkel, born in Al
bany Ju~.e 8, 1800, died Sept. 22, 1880, aged eightv 
years, three months, fourteen days. They had the fol
lowing eight children: Polly m. Daniel Fenster
macher; Rebecca (1824-1891) m. Johannes Schlen.!<e_r; 
Daniel m. Catharyn Dietrich; Anna m. Samuel Mil
ler: liaria C. 'm. William S. Mosser; John H. m. Polly 
Leiby (they had no issue); one died young; David 
(1840-1852). 

(IV) Daniel Dietrich, son of Johannes, was born in 
Albany on the homestead in Stony Run, where all 
his brothers and sisters were also born. He died on 
his farm at the top of Stony Run hilt Oct. 5, 1901, 
aged se\•enty years. seven months. eighteen days. He 
was a life-long farmer, and a1so raised bees. He was 
an ·honest and kind-hearted man, ta!l. strong and a 
little stooped; he wore a heavy beard. He and his 
family were Lutherans and are buried at Grimville. 
His wife, Catharyn Dietrich, a daughter of Michael 
Dietrich, died Oct. 10, 1895, in her sixty-sixth year. 
They had these seven children: 1:-cvi. D. m. Mary 
Dietrich; Catharyn m. Augustus Dietrich (they have 
Xewton E. and \Valter L.); Daniel m. Emma Rein
hart· Ellen m. Jacob George; Sarah m. Mr. Baer: 
Cha;les A. m. Louisa Kutz; Mary A. m. Nathan 
Zimmerman. 

(II) Joh~nn Georg Dietrich, born l\Iay 7, 1767. 
son of Adam the emigrant, came with hi~ parents 
to America ,,;hen a mere child. He located in Green
wich township. near Dunkel's Church. of which he was 
an official Lutheran member. In 1809 his name appears 
as a church official and active member. He died Nov. 
4 1845, aged seventy-eight years, five months, twenty
~~vcn days. He a.nd his wife, Elizabeth Brunner (1773-
1850). arc buried .there. Their eight children were: (1) 
Joha1111es (born 1793, died 187~) m. :\!aria Moyer ( 1793-
1861 ), and had children: PoJly, Hannah, Jeremiah, Het
tie and Lucinda. Polly and Hettie still live on the farm, 
the former past ninety years old, and the latter nearly 
ninety. (2) Katie (1706-1870) married Jacob St~yer. 
and had eight children. (3) Beckie (17!18) married 
Benjamin Hummel, of Greenwich, and had three chil
dren. (4) .:\bria :\fag<lalena (lSOl-lSSO) married 
John Komp. and h.ad four children. (5) Geo~ge 
B. (born 1805. died 1878) was of Greenwich. 
He married Polly Ricgelman. and had children: 
Fcnnias. Jona~, Katie, Lewis and Helena. (6) 
Daniel (born ~ov. 12, 1809, died Jan. 18. 1842). (7) 
Ann married Benjamin Riegclman. of Greenwich town
sh:p, and had two children. (S) Lucincl.a mayried Jacob 
Lesher, oi near Topton, Pa., and had six cluldren. 

,, 
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(III) Daniel Dietrich, son of Johann Georg, was born 
No\·. 12, 1809, and died Jan. 18, 184~, aged thirty-two 
years, two months, six days; he was buried at Dunkel's 
Church. He was a farmer in Greenwich township. On 
Oct. 17, 1830, he married Catharine Lesher (1812-lSH). 
and they had th·e sons and one daughter, namely: (1) 
Benjamin married and had children: John, Mary, Ella, 
Rachel and James D. The last named was the father 
of Prof. A. )I. Dietrich, of Reading. (2) Samuel faed 
at Lewisburg, Union county, where he died. He had 
two children, Frank and Laura. (3) Daniel died at ~lii
flinburg, Pa., at the age of fifty-four. He had three 
childr~n, Charles, George and Irwin. (4) Joel L. (born 
June 6, 1837). (5) Isaac is buried at Hamburg. His 
son Irwin lives at Schuylkill Haven, Pa. (6) A daugh
ter. 

(IV) JoEL L. DIETRICH, son of Daniel, born June 
6, 1837, in Greenwich township, was reared to farming. 
In his young manhood he went to. live "·ith his 
uncle, Solomon Lesher, who was a farmer in Upper 
Tulpehocken township. There he lived some years, and 
was married to Catharine Unger, daughter of David 
Unger, of that township. Mr. Dietrich "·orked at car
penterhtg for some years,· and then enga~ed again in 
farming. He owned a farm of over one hundred acres 
in Jefferson township, near Bernville, and this he cul
tivated some years. He also owned a smaller tract 
adjacent. In 1905 he sold his land and retired. mov
ing into Strausstown, where he makes his home at the 
present time. He is a man very highly respected, and 
for many years he was active in church life at the 
Zion's Blue Mountain Church. To him and his good 
wife were born twelve children, as follows: (1) F1ank-
1in P. (born April 2, 1860). (2) George B., of. Readin~, 
m. Valeria Groff, and has one daughter, !\Ifary. (3) 
Milton C., of Reading, m. in 1890 Ida Fox, and their 
children are: Robert F., Ida S., John J. and Annie C. 
(4) William A. (born Feb. 24, 1866, died Sept. 9. 1903). 
(5) l-Iar7 m. in 1888, Charles Christman, and has four 
sons and four daughters. (6) Katie m., in 1892, Wil
liam Kenney, and has one son and four daughters. (7) 
Amelia m., in 1889, Calvin Himmelberger, and has 

· . three sons and one daughter. (8) Lizzie m. in '1892, 
Levi Christman, brother of Charles, and has a daughter, 
Ella. {9) Fietta m., in 1892, Moses Ebling, and they 
have four sons and one daughter. (10} Charles (1863-
1884). {11) Isaac, of Rehrersburg, m. Lizzie Gehart. 
(12) John, a music teacher and organist and chorister 
of the Rehrersburg Lutheran Church, m. Lillian Bright, 
and has a son, Charles. 

(V) FRANKLIN P. DIETRICH, son of J oe1 L., born 
• April 2, 1860, at Schaeffersto·wn. Jefferson •... "·nship. 

this county, is a farmer in Bern township. He obtained 
a common school education, and remained at home un-

, til he was thirty-two years of age. He then began 
farming in Cumru township, near 1It. Penn Furnace, 
where he remained three years. In the spring of 1902 
he went to his present farm, located near Leinbachs, in 
Bc!'n township. This farm, which contains thirty-seven 
acres of good land, he purchased from Jacoq Balthaser. 

·In his young manhood he learned the painter's trade, 
and this he followed for nineteen years, ·or which time 
three years were passed in Reading and three years 
in business for himself at Strausstown. He is an ener
getic and progressive citizen. In politics he is a Dem
ocrat, and in religious connection he and all his family 
are members of Eplers Lutheran Church. On June 18, 
1893, he married Ellen Schlappig. daughter of William 
and ~Iary (Savage) Schlappig, of Upper Bern. They 
have three children, all in school: Lillie, :Mary and 
Charles W. 

(V) WILLt.Uf A. DIETRICH. son of Joel L.. born 
in Upper Tulpehocken township Feb. 24, 1866. died at 
Strausstown Sept. 9, 1903, aged thirty-seven years. six 
months, fifteen days, and was buried :it Blue :\fountain 
Church. He was a musician of note, was organist of 
Blue :Mountain Church and Sundav-school for se\"en 
years. a leader of the Strausstown choir, and made 

great efforts to improve the younger eleme:tt in vocat 
and instrumental music. He was a m~n of hi6h idt!als. 
and was greatly beloved by all who knew him. B\· 
trade he was a stone-cutter, and this he followed in con
nection with the teaching of music. He mo,·ed to 
Strausstown in 189:> from Hamburg, having lh·ed in th~ 
latter place tl1ree years, there iollo"'·ing the proies3ion 
oi music teacher with great success. 

On April 29, 1892, he married Sallie :\[. Pottd~er 
daughter of \Villiam Potteiger, a £·"'\mer mcmb~r- of 
the State Legislature~ and justice of th~ peace of Berks 
county many years. No children were born to them. 

(II) Johann Jacob Dietrich, son of Adam the emi
grant. was born in Berks county, June 25. 1773, and he 
died on his farm in Albany township, whither he had 
mo,·ed in 1817, Jan. 1, 1857. He was an official member 
of the Lutheran congregation of the Union Church at 
Lenhartsville, and is buried in the cemetery there. H\! 
was an extensh·e landowner. In about lSl 7 he settled 
at "Spitzenburg," in Albany township, wh~re he !'uc
cessfully conducted a tannery and hotel for many years. 
On Jan. 30, 1829, he purchased seventeen acres and 
three rods from Jacob Trautman, a neighbor in Albany 
to"·nship. On Dec. 22, 1529, he obtained a grant from 
the Commonwealth, through the Secretary of the Land 
Office, for sixteen acres, t"•enty-six perches, for $33.-
78. This tract was lying adjacent to his other land. 
He also purchased a tract from John Stoudt, a 
neighbor, for £3,100. Fr0m the Christian Henry 
estate (to whom it had been ceded by the Common
wealth) he obtained 194 acres, 84 perches. in Albany, 
and adjoining his other land. He owned about 500 
acres of land in the southern end of Albany township. 
around the south and west. base of Spitzenburg. part 
of this land lying across the Albany line into Green
wich· township, and he was known as "Spitzenburger 
Jake Dietrich." This land is now divided into three 
large farms: The 148-acre farm owned by Jacob H. 
Dietrich (son of Samuel P. and grandson of Johann 
Jacob); the ~athan Stump farm (on which Johann Jac
ob Dietrich built the present barn in 1837); and the 
Simon Bautsch farm. The last named tract v.·as the 
homestead farm of :\fr. Dietrich, and on it is a one and 
one-half story stone house, which was erected in about 
1760 by the Henry family, the original owners. This 
had no cellar, and was used as a church many years 
ago~ and &.:;;o as a schoolhouse, one Karl Cook being the 
teacher. In a corner in the wall was a hollow or hole. 
in which the Holy Bible was kept. Mr~ Dietrich kept 
a very popular hotel, known as "Dietrich's Hotel," 
in this house for many years, and about 1500 built a 
stone addition on the west side. Battalion days were 
held annually in an open field at the Spitzenburg, and on 
this day the militia met and drilled in all the splendor 
they could muster. Each company .tried to exhibit the 
best discipline. Dietrich's battalion "-as always largely 
attended. and was a very joyful occasion, the larlie; in 
their bright atti're adding to the brilliance of the scer.e. 
The day, however, usually wound up somewhat disas- · 
trously, as the disputes regarding the rebti,·e merit~ 
of those participating in the day's work were frequent
ly settled by blows. :\fr. Dietrich was ;:llso a ,Ji:;tiller. 
and burned considerable apple-jack, the ruins of his old 
di~tillerv still being visible in the meadow facing- th._. 
hou::;c. fie sold a "smaller," a drink of apple-jack. ior twn 
ccnt5. He was a man of no little prominence anrl 
influence in his district, and .while of mild clispo::.ition. 
and kind heart. he was unbending in his com·iction~. 
ancl '\\":lS very strict in his discipline of his chil1lren. 
He was smooth-sha,·cn. had black hair and clear white 
teeth, and though Small in stature wag pOSSC:':'Ct.l 0~ 
great strength, being able to carry tweh·e bushels or 
"·heat at one time, six bushels of which he coul<l 
shoulder alone. 

Tn 180G Johann Jacob Dietrich married ChristinJ. 
Peiffer' (l';SG-1861). and they became the parents of 

.cle,·en children, namely: p) Daniel (born !SOS, llie<l 
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I ~) m Anna Christman. (2) Samuel (born l 810, died 
I ••) ~ Sarah Heinly. (3) Henry (born 1812) m. 
a~S Kiine. (4} Jacob P. m. Leah Greenanwal<l. (:;) 

~ ~~n P. (born 1815, <lied 18!>5) m. Susan ~Ios~r. (6) 
~ . mon P. (born 1817, died 1901) m. Ann~ Hem. He 

~03 -n·etl-known citizen of Albany townslup. (7) Pol
~born 1819, died 1900) m. Charles Greenanwald. ~8) 
~ il" m. Peter Kline. (9) :\loses P. (born 1524, d1~d 
~) m. Anna Dreibelbis,- owned and co~1ductcd a gnst 
t m ·on the Ontelaunee, at !~enhartsv11le, for many :irs. {IO) Charles P. (born ~ov. u .. 1826), former~y a 

tl known citizen of Albany townslup. who now ln·es 
:: Reading. m. Kate S~1~ith .. (11) Caro1_ine .(born 1~30) 
~ Peter Krause, of Klmesv11le. He died m the nme
~ year of his age, in 1909. She died shortly after-

Tin Daniel Dietrich, eldest child of Johann Jac?b· 
.as· born in Albany township, July 27, lSOS, ~nd died 
« smallpox· at Reading, Aug. 30~ 1872, aged s1.xty-fo1:1r 
..-i:ars one month, three days. He was first engaged m 
brmiii1: immediately west of the borough of Kutztown, 
trom there mov!ng to Oley township, whe~e. he was 
~ged in farmma- for many years. On retmng from 
~ltural work, -he moved to Reading, and there for 
1ns years .conducted a . dairy, meetin~ with great suc
cdl. In 1833 he married Anna Christman, born; !\fay 

• c.. 1614 daughter of Peter Christman. She died Oct. 
:a.1ss3. Both paniel Dietrich and his wife are ~uded 
c the Charles Ernns cemetery. They had a family of 
i:irteen sons and we have record of the following: 
0) James )I. (born Aug. 11~ 1834, died in Neb_raska. 
Feb. 5, 1901) m. Sarah N eiferd, of Iowa, and had seven 
d:tldren-Franklin. Daniel, John, Charles. Rebecca, 
xiry and Amelia:_and fourteen grandchildren: (2) 
4).aaicl P. (3) Charles C. (born Oct. 20, 1837) lives at 
~a. 9!?S- Elm street, Reading. He m. Sophia Gehret. 
~bo l1as been an invalid since 1898, and they have had 
,.....c children: ).fary Ann. Cyrus (1862-1891). Alice and 
.'\manda. .(4) Penrose (born 1838) m. Wilhelmina 
l!uy Buchanan, fcom the \Vest, and has children: Anna 
l.!iry. William F., Edward C., Franklin A., Car .. ie ).L 
.\:bert :\. and Elmer J. (5) Alfred m. Beckie .fisher, 
~ lh·es at No. 110 North Tenth street, Reading. Xo 
"''°e. (6) Francis F. (born Jan. 6, 1841) m. in 18i2, 
\ci.anda Jane Zumbrun~ of the West~ and they lh·e in 
'~cbraska. Their children are: Alvin M., Truman 0., 
lbry A., Emma M., Fianna S., George F .• Valetta J. and 
:.i!>rd J. (i) Thomas T. (born Feb. 29, 1848) m. and 
•r..h his i:on, Fred \V .• lh·es in the 'West. (8) Ah·in~ of 
\·c:iow House. Berks ·county, rn. Catharine Miller, and 
:.ii children: Oscar l\f., Alvin M .. Elmer ~I., Bertha, 
\e~ Katharyn and Mary. He also has four grand
=~!idren. (9) Cyrus died young. (10) Jacob (born 

-:•~. died 1897} was unmarried. His remains rest in 
~~~Charles Evans cemetery at Reading. 

. ·' 

. Uy) DA~lEL P. DIF.TRICH, the second oldest son of 
:~~~1d, was born in Albany township, June 12, 1836. 
~:c was educated in the schools of Albanv and Green
-~h tOll:nships; and when fourteen years of age was 
~l .to Columbia county by his father to obtain an 
~-"=o:bsh education. 'Vhile at this place he made his 
~ _::ie '\J,.ith his unde, Gideon Dietrich, and he attended 
'=~oOl until eighteen years of age. He remained with 
~-' nncle eight years, the last four at work on his 
11 ~·dc's farm. At the age of hl""enty-two years he went 
:: Uontour county. and there in Derry township worked 
;!! a farm. In J~59 and lSGO he operated a farm for 
~~, father-in-Jaw, 'is:onard Raub, and he later became 
.,.=~ttnan for a l:irge lumber company in Cameron coun
~·. l'L, remaining there four years. He again \\·orkeFl 
•. bnnu;g:, followinz this occupation for ten years, 
•.:.!::!!he rcmo,·cct to Richa.rdson counh·, Neb., where he 
"-::;Ktd on a farm for three years: I-fe then purchased 
~ ~nn ·"·hich he operated for nine vcars, and then 
.... "'.:~h~ ~40 CiCres in Buffalo county. Xcb .• and 31;o acres 
·• nilhps county, Kans. These large farms he oper
~-:d successfulJy for sixteen· .years, selling them at 

t1'1 large profit. He understood the nature of the 

.·,' 

·:·11o,.__ 

\Vestern soil, and raised very large crops. He also 
engaged in stock raising, meeting with great success. 
He purchased his )and at several dollars a:n acre, and 
commenced raising alfalfa. which greatly enhanced 
the y;ilue of the land, and his real estate speculations 
alwavs were profitahle. During the "·inter of 1898-99 
::\lr. ·n:etrich came Eas·t. and. becoming ill. decided to 
remain in the region of his nati\"ity. Until the spring 
of 1907 he resided on South Third Street, in Hamburg, 
and he then located in Reading. where he purchased 
a fine home at i\o. 1019 Franklin street. He is now 
livin,., retired. ~fr. Dietrich has been twice married. 
In 1~59 he married Catharine Raub, daughter of Leon
ard R<tub, and to this union were born d1il<lrcn as foi
lows: Sarah died aged twenty-two years; \Vil!iam L. 
lives at Sweet\\·ater, Buffalo Co., ~ebr.; Lucinda C. 
died in her fourth year; Emma R. m. \Vellington 
~loser, a native of Columbia county, and they now live 
at Turbotville. Northumberland Co., Pennsyhrania. 

In 1900 Mr: Dietrich married (second) Lizzie Hoff, 
of Hamburg, daughter of John and Ellen (Gehris) Hoff, 
of Reading. · 

(II) Johann Michael Dietrich, the sixth child 
of Adam the emigrant. was born April 6. 1775, and died 
near Klinesville, on his large farm in Greenwich town
ship now owned by Daniel J. Fraunfelder, June 19, 
1861. aged eighty-six years, two months, thirteen days. 
He married Sophia Brunner. born in Greenwich, Nov. 
s, 1779, died Sept. 23, 1863, aged eighty-three year!., ten 
months, fifteen days. They are buried beside each 
other in the graveyard at Lenhartsville. They were 
de,·out · Lutherans. and he was a foremost member 
of the Lenhartsville church, ser\"ing the congregation 
faithfully as an official many years. He helped to 
build the church in 1856 and gave liberalJy toward its 
erection. Michael Dietrich, as he was known, began 
farming on a large tract located midway between Len
hartsville and Virginville, o:i the Ontelaunee. This . 
farm is now owned by .a Lttckenbi11. On April 14. 1814, 
be bought a 156-acre tract from George and Eva 
Heinly, located in Greenwich, one mite east of Klines
\·ille. Here he built a .big stone house and greatly 
improved the land. .On Aug. 15, 1853, he sold this 
farm to his son· Michael for $3,600 in g"ld or silver. 
~Iichael Dietrich and wife remained on this farm until 
they died. Some of their children were born at this 
place. • 

After the father's death Michael Dietrich, Jr., lived 
on the farm, and on April 17, 1867. sold it to his son 
Eli for $6,660. Eli Dietrich in 1882 traded the farm 
to Henry Fraunfelder, for a 117-acre farm in :Maxa
tawny. located to the right of the main road leading 
from Eagle Point to Kutzto\vn. Here Eli has since 
Jived and prospered. The "Dietrich Farm," as it is 
still lmown locally. is one of the best farms in the 
township. and is bounded by lands of other Dietrichs. 

Sophia Brunner, wife of Johann Michael Dietrich, was 
a <le,·out Christian. She read her Ilible daily and 
taught her children the love of the Master. She liked 
to collect relic$, -and had many old dishes, coins, etc. 
The children of ~fichael and Sophb D.ctrich were as 
follon·s: (1) I\Iaria Barbara (Polly), bcrn Jan. 2. 1799, 
died June 11, 1877, m. Christian Braucher. (2) Michael, 
born ~fay 12, lSOL died July 14, 1880, married Hann~h 
\Vitt. They had these children: Catharyn, l\farr, \Vtl
loughby, Caroline, Benne,·ille •. Abby, Anna Caroline and 
Eli. (3) Daniel is mentioned later. (4) Lydia, 1805-
1863. m. Danie) Stump. (5) Betsy m. John Kistler. 
(6) Hannah. 1SOS-1SS6. m. Samuel Kunkel. (7) Sallie, 
lSl0-1895, ni. Jonas \Vie~ner. (8) Catharine rn. Nathan 
Kistler. (9) Heinrich ("Harry"). 

(IV) BenncYille Dietrich was born in Greenwich 
township June 15. 1s:rn, son of (Ill) ~Jichael, Jr., son 
of (II) Johann ~Iich:tcl. !'On of (I) Adam the emi
grant. He was reared to farm life in his nath·e town
ship. In 1sns he came to Albany township, where 
he pt1rchasea the farm of nincty-fi,·e acres on Pinc 
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creek now owned by Mrs. Braucher. Thh; farm he In 18"8 M ff t · h · d S t F' h 
cultivated some twenty-fo•,tr years. op••rat 1'ng .. t the s •> -

1 
r. ae rac marne. . a omc ' 15 er. born • ~ .. ~pt. _!), 1808~ daughter of rh1hp and -- (\Veavet:) 

same .time a sawmill. Benncville Dit!trich was a vet- F1~her .. 0£ Wmdso~ township, and she d!ed July 10• 
eran of the Civil \Var, ~oing forth to do battle under 1.8• S. They had children as follows: Levi F. is men· 
the flag in Company K. li!>th Pa. V. I. With hi5 t1one? below .. Daniel F. is mentioned below. Hen
family he belonged to ~ew Bethel Lutheran and Re· ry. died a1re sixteen years .. Samuel <lied unmarried. 
formed (Corner) church. He is described as of sturdy Ehza m. Isaac Rhoads and hves at Shoemakersville. 
build, and wore his red beard long and flowing. He (1 V~ Lt;\·~. F. DIETRICH, s~n of Daniel and Salome, was 
married .Matilda, daughter of Christian Braucher. ).[rs. born m yvrndsor townsl11~'\ July 23, 1832, and W:\s 

Dietrich was born March 22, 1835, and died Feb. 13. educated 111 the common schools of his district and at 
l90i, aged seventy·one years, eleven months. twenty· \Vhite Hall A~ademy, in Cumberland county, Pa. He 
two days. To her were born six children. noted as taught school m c;entre township three terms. In 1s55 
follows: Mary m. Clayton Smith of Sellers,·ilte, Pa.; he became a practical farmer, and has attained consicler
William L., of Sittlers, Schuylkill county. m. Emma able success in that line.· His home form consist5 C\t 
Smith, who died in 1907, th.e mother of Jennie, :\lamie. 165 acres of the best land in the township (Centre) an{I 
Annie and Sallie (twins), Irene and Frank: Qaniel is kept in excellent condition; the buildings and general 
0., of .Watkins, N. Y.~ m. Esther Robinson, and they r · f f cl l' k l·' 

. have Samuel, Oliver and Cla'-·ton,· Charles \V.,· Sa.rah cone ttlon o arm an tve stoc. cou u not be impro\·e<l 
.r ·upon. He also owns a farm of 103 acres elsewhere in 

Jane, born 1871, died when less than a year old: Jon- the same township, and this he has rented. About 
athan F., a blacksmith at Tamaqua. Pa., m. Clara Ely 1897 he sold a half interest in the old Centre town:;hip 
·(no issue). The father of this family died July 26, Dietrich homestead to his brother. Daniel F. ~fr. Diet· 
1887, at the comparati.vely early ag·e of fifty-one years. rich has C\'er been prominently identitied with the pro· 

· (V) CHARLES W. DLETRlCH was born ~larch gre:;si\'e movements of the district. He is a Democrat 
22, 1868~ "in Albany township. He passed his life to in politics, and has served as school director senn 
the time of his majority on the home farm. acquiring years and as assessor nine years. In 1884 he was elected 
such education as the country schools afforded. Upon prothonotary of Berks county, serving most efficienth· 
attaining his majority, he served· the farmers about from Jan. 1. l885, until Jan. 1, lSSS. He and his famil~· 
the neighborhood for five years, and then took up f · hf b B · 
residence on his present farm in 1894. The farm had are aat ul mem .ers of etleman's Lutheran Church, 
been owned by his father-in-law, David S. Kamp~ and where :\[r. Dietrich ha·; served as a deacon for manv 
consists of seventy-nine acres, twenty-nine of which years. On ~ ov. lO, 1854• he married Louisa :\loser. an;l 
is woodland. To this Mr. Dietrich has added a tract they have ten children: (l) Henrietta m. George Il. 
of.' ·136 acres of wooded land adjacent. One of the ::\Ii Iler, of Hamburg, who for seven years was a fea<ler 

· 1 1 · f h' f · h ll in the Democratic party, an(i. who for three years wa;; 
part1cu ar y strong pomts o t 1s arm is t e exce ent regis·ter of wilts. ·(2) Salome m. William E. Grul>er.· .... 
and abundant water supply. l\Ir. Dietrich built a barn " 
in 1889, and in 1896 a substantial frame farm-house. carriage }Tianufacturer of Mt. Pl~asant, Berks county. 
These, together with other minor improvements, have (3) Howard :\I. lives at Bernville. (4) Valeria m. 
greatly increased the value of the farm. General James H. Hollenbach, cabinet-maker and undertaker 
farming is carried on by Mr. Dietrich and with a at Bernville. (5) Emma m. Jeremiah Heckman, hosierr 
success which always attends earnest and persistent manufacturer at Shoemakersville. (6) Levi II. is a 
agricultural effort in Berks county. He is an influential prospercus farmer in Centre township. (7) Nelson C. 
member of the Democratic party in his localitv, and lives in Centre township. (8) \Vilson P. lh·es in Centre 
bas at different times served as debgate to county township. (!>) Irwin R. resides in Philadelphia. (10) 
conventions. He is now serving as registry assessor Horace is a farmer in Centre township. . 
of the distriCt, having been elected at the spring elec- (TV)· DANIEL F. DIETRICH, son of D:iniel and Salome. 
tion oi 190!>. In a social way he affiliates with \Vash- was born Sept. 6, 1834, and is now a prot)linent 
ington Camp No. 288. P. 0. S. of A.~ at Steinsvitle, citizen of Reading. He attended pay schools four win
and the Independent Order of Americans, Lodge No. ters. and then the public schools of his district, later 
544, at Kempton. He and his family are members of for three months a boarding-school at Amityville. and 
the N~w Bethel (Corner) church, which :\Ir. Dietrich lastly the Freeland Seminary, at the Trappe, in ~font· 
has served thfee terms as deacon. gomery county. Until he was twenty.-four years of age 

Mr. Dietrich married. Oct. 10, 1891. Amanda E. he assisted his father on the home farm. At that time 
Kamp, only child of David S. and Fianna (Berk) hP. was married and began for himself on one of hi5 
Kamp, of Albany township. Their children are: Ida father's farms in Centre township, where he remained 
N., who graduated from the public school of Alban:r four years, and then moved to a farm in E~etcr town· 
at the age of twelve; Oscar J., Mabel F. and Edna l\£. ship, near Jacksonwald, be'longing to his father-in-l:nv. 

(III) Daniel Dietrich, son of Johann .Michael, was For one year he lh·ed thern as a tenant and then pur· 
born in Greenwich township, one mile northeast of chased the farm. cultivating it four years. In lSE!S he 
Klines\'ille Jan. 2. 1803, and died :\larch 2~. lSS-l. He movl!<l to R('ading. where the pre\'ious year (Xo...:. 7. 
and his wife are buried in the cemetery at the Cnited 1861) he held bought out the mercantile firm of Lein
Brethren Church in Tilden township. He was edu- hach & Brother, then located at Xo. :~25 Penn str~d 
cated in the pay schoo1s of his nati\'e township. and :\Ir. Dktrich formed a partnership with Peter .-\. :\lt · 
was trained to farming, remaining at home until his , hou::;c, m1dcr the firm name of Dietrich & Altlwt1:w. 
marriage, in 1828, after which he located in Albany general merchants and merchant tailors, and this la$tctl 
township, on a farm belonging to his father. There he eighteen months. when :\Tr. Dietrich took in Elijah Am· 
lived for three years. In 1s:J4 he located in Bern (now mon, who bought out ).Ir. Althouse. and for twch·L· 

. Centre) township. where he purchased a farm of 121 years the firm of Dietrich & Ammon had one of th~· 
acres from the Kauffmans. This was extremely fertile larg\!:'t and hcst known :Hores in the city etnd county. 
land, and was located along Irish creek about two :\Ir. Dietrich continued the cxtensh·e businc5:i alonl' 
miles west of Centreport. and the culti,·ation of this from 1852 until his retirement in 1902, when he was :;u..:
farm engrossed his attention until his death. In politics cee<le<l by hi5 eldest son, Elmer \\'. The Dietrich s~nrt' 
he was a Democrat, and he was a man of high repute at No. 325 Penn has been a ,.,·ell-known stand s1ni:t• 

and of great influence in his district. In his earlier life lSfi~. 
he was a Lutheran member of Ilclkman's Church, sen-- :\Ir. Dicti·iC'h :s a director and large stockholder of tlw 
ing as an official, but later he became active in Salem Reading- Real Estate Exchange. with offices :lt Xo. til ~ 
United Brethren Church of Tilden township. He was \Vashi11gto11 street. Before he became a mf'n1ber of th·· 
liberal in his contributions toward religious and chari- Real Es.tate Compan,· he built nineteen houses in thr· 
table objects. At the time 0£ hi~ death his estate was citv. He C\\\'llS the Dietrich farm of 11;0 acres in Ct>ntrc 
valued at $32,000. to,'Vnship. Sinc:c 186.\ he has "been the owner of th.: 
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• rm on which he formerly lived in Exctt.!r township. H has made his residence since 1868 at No. 203 South 
f!urth street. 'While engaged in farming he took a 
iinCY to ti~e ho~scs and cattle, his herd of Holsteins 
being the tinest in the oounty. 

Jn politics :\Ir. Dictrkh is a Democrat. While living 
·0 Exeter township he served as !'chool director. In 
~897 he was a candi<late for register of wills. and· had 
ninety-$e,·en delegates in the co1wention. In !SSS he 
.-as a delegate to the State Convention. and at the 
s:une time his brother was a delegate to the same con
nntion from the country. He and his family are faith
ial members of the First Reformed Church in Reading, 
and he has served for more than a quarter of a century 
.u elder. He is prominent in the Classis of the Re
ionned Church of Eastern Pennsylvania, serving ire
qpently ao a delegate and in various other important 
capacities. · . 

On ~ov. 6, 1858, ~Ir. Dietrich married Catherine A. 
Althouse, daughter of Henry and Mary (Kissinger) 
Ahhouse, of Bern township. They had children: (1) 
Qara A. m. William A. Heilig, of Cleveland, Ohio. (2) · 
Ida m. Joseph \V. Holmes, a coal merchant at Readin~. 
13) ln·in died in ir.fancy. (4) Elmer W. succeeded 111s 
father in business; he m. Laura Ermentrout. (5) D. 
Wdlington is unmarried and is president of the Sea
board Milling Company, \Vest Reading. (6) Harry 
W., manager of Seaboard Milling Company, m. Ella 
Showalter. 

(lll) Heinrich Dietrich (son of Johann Michael and 
grandson of Adam the emigrant) was born in Greenwich 
township, Berks county, April 16. 1816. and died sud
denly of apoplexy near New Smithville, in Maxatawny 
township l where he had his home), on .May 27, 1901, 
in the eighty-sixth year of his agt. He is buried at 
GrimYille, by the side of his wife Judith (nee Kutz), 
~ daughter of the late J oscph Kutz, who li\'ed on the 
Sacony near Kutztown, and was nearly one hundred 
years old when he died. Heinrich Dietrich .was reared 
upon the farm, and after he became of age rode on 
riorscback to Ohio, where he lived two years and "n'Orked 
cpon :i farm. In 18-12 he married and for some years 
•-as a farmer at Kohler's Hill, in Greenwich. Here one 
oi his horses which had been bitten by a mad dog had 
hrdrophobia, which caused a great sensation in the dis
~rict: Later Heinrich Dietrich bought a large farm lo
r~ttd in ~I axatawny township, across the line of 
lirl"cnwich, ·and along \Veisenburg township, Lehigh 
county. This farm he operated for many years. He 
.. t~o operated a clover mill, located on this place, in the 
~till Creek Yalley. Early in the seYenties he retired to 
~ 40-acre tract lying adjacent to his large farm, which 
~c sold to his son-in-law, Henry Fenstermacher. Here 

· ~~ lh·ed until, becoming too old, he was requested by 
ens daughter Isabella, wife of Henry Fenstermacher, to 
rnake his home with them. This he did, and he died 

. ~t ~heir home, ripe in yc'ars, a highly esteemed man. 
._ltmrich Dietrich was better known as "Harry Diet
rich." He was· a man of more than ordinary intelligence, 
~nd throughout ·his lifetime a constant reader. He is 
!t<memh~rcd with profound re,·erence by his many 
r~andch1ldrcn. He read the Bible often. He was a man 
~·: s.trouE!' com·ictions and a strict disciplinarian in the 
:~mily. He had one /a,·orite ejaculation, "By Judas.11 

a~ t1.·as· ne,·er heard t~use God's name in vain. He 
~-cs tal!. about six feet in height, and erect in his bear
.:ig until he was seventy-fiye years old, when he became 
'~ry stooped and walked with a cane, but he was well 
~·;;sc_n«.:d. ha~ good teeth, eyes' and ears, and retained 
••

1 .hB laculties to the last. His thick hair was black 
~":tll he .was sixty-five years old. :\ltogether he was a. 
. -~n of hnc appearance. He was a pleasant talker and 
~:-\·cd company. On his eighty-fifth birthday his child
_rn, grandchildren and great-grandchildren held a birth"" :·;) t:1rt.y in .hi!' honor. Tl_ie)· had an elaborate dinn;r. 

t:· • e '\\as gn·en the seat 01 honor at the table, and wnh 
... Pl•Y lears streaming <lown his checks praised God 

for this plcas~nt c\'ent. He told the gathering that this 
was his last birthday on earth, and his prediction proved 
true. In the late afternoon of the last )ilonday in M<ly, 
the following month, his spirit took its ftight. His wife 
Judith had preceded him in death about twenty-five 
years. The following were their children: William J., 
18-13-IS'ifi; Susan, born April i, 1845, is unmarried; Isa
helle m. Henry Feustcrmacher; Henry A., born Feb. 
6. 1850. m. Sallie Buchman, and they live at Ricketts, Pa. 
(they ha\'e Franklin, Louisa~ and Emma); Hettie E., 
born July 14, 18531 m. Amos Loch; Alfred, 1855-1856; 
Emma, born Aug. 1, 1857, m. :\mos Loch; Annie .M .• 
1S60-1SS2; Sarah. born JSG2, is the widow of Sylvest·~r 
Weil. . . 

(lV) William J. Dietrich (son of Heinrich) was born 
in Greenwich tO\\'nship, Berks county, Dec. 9. 1843, and 
died at Hamburg, from typhoid pneumonia, July 19, 1876, 
in the thirty-third year of his life. He was reared upon 
his father's farm, and in his youth attended the public. 
schools with regularity. He had a bright mind and 
was a student. He was made administrator of an estate 
before he was thirty years old, and was helpful in many 
ways in his community. He owned a small farm one
quarter of a mile from where his father lived, located 
in Greenwich township, now owned by Lewis Behler. 
This he· operated until the latter part of 1874, when it 
was sold and he moved to Hamburg, where his death 
occurred. He worked in the ore mines in Maxatawny 
township in 1873 and 18741 during the spring and fall. 
At Hamburg he followed huckstering and butchering, 
and for a short time worked in the rolling-mill, which 
is now abandoned. He and his family were devout 
Lutherans, and constant in th.?ir attendance at worship. 
lfr. Dietrich was a man ·of fine ap.pearance. On July 111 

1868, he married Susanna F. Seaman, youngest daugh
ter of Jonathan Seaman, a foremost man of Tilden 
tot\·nship. She was born Dec. 24, 1844, and died sud
denly oi apoplexy Sunday night, June 4, 1899, in her 
fifty-fifth year. .lir. and ~Irs. Dietrich are buried in 
the Dietrich family plot at Hamburg. Mrs. Dietrich 
was a woman of noble character and high intelligence. 
She had many virtues. and was a pious woman. 
Being leit a widow with six children, the youngest 
a posthumous son, she reared them in the fear and 
admonition of God, and her last spokc:n word was 
"God." She was esteemed by all .who knew her. 

William J. and Susanna F. Dietrich had the follow
ing children: (1) Lizzie C., 'l.868-1881. (2) Agnes V., 
born Feb. 1, 1870, m. G. ]. Heintzelman, the financial 
manager and general superintendent of the Trexler & 
Turrell Lumber Company, Ricketts. Pa. They have a 
daughter, Carrie :\Iay, and a son, Henry Clay. (3) Zi
Yilla J., 1871-1872. (4) Oscar H., born July 23. 1872, m. 
Aquilla Kostenbader, .and has daughters, l\Iabel and Su
san. He is the secretary and treasurer and business 
manager of the Dietrich :\Iotor Car Company (Inc.) of 
Allentown, Pa. He is a successful and :prosperous bus- · 
iness man of Allentown. (5) David J., born March 11 

1874. (6) William ]., is mentioned further on. (7) Al
fred :\I., born Nov. 30, 1876, is married and has one 
son, Alfred. 

(V) \VILLIA~t J. Dr£TRICH. of Reading, is· a ·represent
ati,·e and native citizen of Berks county, Pa. He 
was born at \Vest Hamburg, Tilden township, ~fay 1'2, 
1875, son of William J. and Susanna F. (Seaman) Dietrich, 
both deceased. \Vhen he was five vears old his mother 
mo\·ed to Hamburg, and in 1SS4 they moved to the home 
of his grandfather, Harry B. Dietrich, in ~faxatawny 
towmhip. From 1885 to 1894 he was hired to farmers in 
:'.\Iaxata\\"ny and Greenwich townships, and for one year 
( IS!ll) he lived in Lynn township, Lehigh county. The 
young- man even in those bovhood daYS showed the same 
conscientiousness in the pcrfo.rmance of duty that has char
acteriz<'d all his fatl'r ,-ears. In 1894 he worked m the lum
her·mill at Ricketts. -in \V:yoming ancl Sullivan counties, 
Pa., :ind :,; se,·en months sa,·e<l $112. :\Jr. Dietrich i:i 
a :;elf-n·a·!e man. The public schools afforded him his 
mental training. and he early showed a fondness for 

1'--
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books, coupled with an irn;estigating mind-a. desire for 236, R .-\. :\I.; Reading Lodge of Perfection, fourteenth 
thorough understanding of every subject within his degree; and Rea<ling Commandery, Xo. 42, K. T. 
sphere of observation. In the winter of 189-HJS he On :\fay 20. 1899, Mr. Dietrich married ~Iiss Sallie 
last attended public school as a pupil, and in the )[. ~lerkcl. daughter of James K. :\[erkcl, of· Berne 
spring of 1895 he entered the Keystone State Xormal · Station. Tilden township. To this union h:l\·e been 
School, at Kutztown, with four teachers from Tilden born three children: ~aomi E..-angeline, Ruth Emily • 
township. In the examination that was required for and \Villiam Joseph, Jr. The two daughters became 
their admission ?.tr. Dietrich made· a high average. members of the Xational Society of the Children of the 
In the same spring he was also examined by the county American Re\·o1ut:on i~ 1900. Mr. Dietrich is much 
superintendent, receiving a creditable certificate~ en- de\·oted to his family, all . .of ,..,.hom are members of the 
titling him to teach in the public schools. In Septem- t:nited Evangelical Churl"h, in which Z\Ir. Dietrich 
ber. 1895, he went to Philadelphia, and remained until has served as an official, and for some years has been 
March. 1896, working dudng the holiday season for teacher of the l\!en's Bible Class. 
John Wanamaker, and afterward in a wholesale dry 
goods house. On his return from Philadelphia he again (II) ] ohann Heinrich Dietrich, son of Adam the 
entered the Normal School; at Kutztown, and con- emigrant, was born in 1777, and was brought up as a 
tinued there until June, 1898, when he graduated. The farmer. After his marriage he lived a half mile north
school board of Tilden township then tendered him the east of Klinesville. He owned the farm· now the prop
West Hamburg school at a salary of thirty dollars erty of Albert D. Kunket, and the adjoining farm no\v 
a month, for seven months, which he accepted. In the owned by Peter Stump. In addition to farming "Hein
fall of 1899 he began teaching the Five .Mile House rich" Dietrich, as he was known, conducted a sawmill. 
school in Cumru township, at forty dollars a month, He was a fairly prosperous man, but was drawn into 
teaching this school one term, when the board offered an unfortunate piece of litigation. One Jacob Stein 
him his preference of six schools in l\fohnton, where stole some clover seed from him. but through some 
he resided. He accented the grammar school. and technicaHtv of the law Dietrich c,1uld not obtai'l his con
taught there three terms; and later, during 1905-06, .he viction. He spent f1is small fortune, and died in Aug. 
taught Yocom's school one term in the same township. ust, 1857. or 1858, a poor man, in Albany township, where 
He was original in many of his methods to interest the he was nevertheless respected by all knew him. In 
pupils, which won their attenti.on, respect and good· subsequent years Stein confessed. but the evil was done. 
will. He considered order and discipline necessary for Heinrich Dietrich in the. later years of his life lived 
effective workf. and few ~eachers in the county stood along the Ontelaunee, below the Albany Station, near 
equally high with oatrons ·and pupils. Mr. Dietrich · the railroad. Hl.e was a man of dark complexion, of 
also taught night school in Reading for a number oi medium height and weight. He is buried at Dunkel\~ 
terms, winning commendation for the success of his Church. He married Hannah Kraemer. who is buried 
efforts. at Grimville, and had the following .chitdren: (1) 

In October, 1904, Mr. Dietrich was apoointed a clerk John m. Christiana Bautsch. (2) Adam, '\\·ho left 
in the Philadelphia post-office, but this position he re- Berks county when he was about twenty years of age 
signed in llarch of the following year because of fam- and still unmarried,· located in :\Icrcer countv, P:i., 
ily ties, his wife and children having continued at their where he married and reared a family. (3) Hannah. 
home in Reading. Postmaster Clayton :\Ic).lichael en- ( 4) Sallie m. Joseph Greenawald and they moved to 
deavored to dissuade ).fr. Dietrich from resigning, say- Emporia, Lyon Co., Kans. (sr Henry K., born )farch 
ing that 1'he had a iuture in the government· postal 16, 1~17, died of smaUpox Feb. 20. 1862, aged forty
service," but he persisted, and during 1904·05 worked at four years, ele\·en months. four days. He lived in 
life insurance in Reading and Berks county-a business Greenwich on the farm now owned by Peter Stump. 
that he had followed to some extent in 1902. :\Ir. Diet- He was known as "Der \V~ke Mashter Henny'' ("The 
rich is of the temperament that docs not permit of idle· supervisor Henry Dietrich"), holding this office many 
ness. and when he was engaged in teaching, as soon years. His wife '"·as Sarah (Sally) Opp. ·~hey had the 
as the vacation season approached he found something following childre'1: \Villoughby, Samuel,· Peter, irary 
to engage his time and attention profitably. During tl-ie and Wallace A. (6) Polly m. Samuel Ernest. Tht!y 
summer of 1900 he was engaged as a conductor on the are buried at Paradise Church. ·in Northumberland 
trolley. During 1901 he represented a N' ew York pub- county, Pennsyh: .. inia. 
Jishing hous.e before school boards and succeeded in se- (IV) Willoughby Dietrich (son of Henry K., son of 
curing the adoption of their text-oooks in a number Johann Heinrich, son of Adam the emigrant) married 
of school districts. Since the early spring of 1906 ~Ir. Ellen Gorman. They had four sons and one daugh
Dietrich has been in the employ of J. H. Beers & Co.. ter. Two of the sons and the daughter reside at New 
publishers of Chicago, collecting much of the ~en- Orleans, La. They are highly educated and are prom
ealogica1 material used in . their Historical and Bio- inent in the scdal and business world. After the 
graphical Annals of Berks County~ Pa. ~rr. Dietrich Ch·il war Willoughby Dietrich located at Xew Orleans. 
has a valuable collection of coins, stamps and china- where he is buried. He was a soldier in the Union 
ware. He has a large acquaintance among pr~fcssion- army from Oct. 5, 1861, to the end of t.he war, being the 
al men and those in public life. and has tra;:eled the en- fir:;t volunteer soldier on record from Greenwich town
tire county by ?Olitical districts a number of times. He :ohip. He was a graduate of the Government :\filitary 
is well read, and posted on public quc5tion::. His School. :i.nd was an officer in the .army. His brothl!r. 
library of standard works has been carefully selected. Samuel 0. Dietrich, was also a soldier in the Union ar
and contains all the works on local history (Berks m\·, :ind died on the field ijf battle at Vick:-burg. )[iss .. 
county} ever published. He is especially fond of his- wi11:r~ he i~ buried. Peter Dietrich. brother of Samud 
tory and has collected much information pertaining to 0. and \Vitloughby, was a soldier in the Union army. 
the county. He is a member of the Pennsyh·ania enli5ting when only scYcnteen years old. and sen·c<t 
German Society: and of the Berks County r-Iist0ric<ll with honor from the beginning to the end of the w:ir. 
Socictv, and has .contributed articles to both. In the Jlc rcturne<l to Berks county and married Sarah Hun· 
latter 

0

hi:o; .. Caves of Richmond and Perry Townships. ~ickcr. They lun-c a son Charles, amt two daughter-. 
Berks County/' was pubtished in permanent form livin~ at Seigersville, P~nnsyh-ania. 
and is preserved in the archh·e:" of the ~ocietr. 
Jn. 1903 he organized alon~ original lines .the D:ctrich 
Family :\ssociation, \\.·hich held succcs::.fut reunion._ 
in 1903. ln04 and Hl06. He is also a member of the 
P. 0. S. of A.: K. of P.; I. 0. 0. F.; and Chandler 
Lodge, Xo. 22i, F. & .-\. )I.; Excelsior Chapter, Xo. 

(II) Johann Dietrich. son of Adam the cmigra~1~. 
was born on hi~ father's farm in Greenwich town:;h1p. 
Jan. 7, lii9. He ('ngng-ed in farminfr in that s:mtl· 
dbtrict. not far from Dietrich':; mill. on :t farm con
sisting· of up\vard - of 100 acres. He died upon hi.-
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pl:?cc July 2S, 1830, aged fifty-one years. six months, 
; "·r1ity-one dnys, and is buried at the Grimvillc Church. 
!:1 1~n; he m~rdcd Elizabeth Ohl, who survh·cd him 
:1~:111y years, an<l they became the parents of thirteen 
diil1lrcn, as follows: John, Rct1ben, Samuel, Anna 
~!aria <born JSQO), Jona.!'. Hanna (born 1812), Ben
::-.min (born IS13), Da~·id, Eva, Da11iel (1828-1834), 
) o.~rph, Esther and Catharine. 

26. 1890, and (11) Edward Christian, bor~ April 8, 
1892, are :tll at home. 

:\frs. Susanna (Spohn) Dietrich, widow of Samuel 
A. Dietrich, resides on a fine farm of 140 acres, in 
Greenwich township. II er grcat·great-grandfather 
was George Spohn, who married ~fargaret Schulte.r:-. 
and her great-grandfath1~r was Conrad Spohn, born 
April lS, 1755, who married Dorothea Bohlig, born 
liG3, died IS30. They had these children: Johannes, 

(11) Johann Christian Dietrich, son of .:\dam the Johann Peter. Susanna, ~!aria. Abraham and Eliza-
beth. Of this family, Johannes Spohn, the grand

·.~iligran.t, was bo:n on the Dietrich . homestead in father of ).!rs. Dietrich, was born in 1785 and died 
< rrccnwich tow!1slnp, Ja1~. 13, 1783. Th:s .farm he; p~r- in 1857. He married ~Iaria Sitler, and they had the 
·:hascd from his father rn 1812, and on 1t all his life following children: PoJly, Hannah, Sarah, Samuel, 
·.,·a:; spent. He was a farmer, and bs industry and· Jonathan, Rebecca, Catherine, Daniel, John and Eliza. 
:'"rugality accumulated a small fortune. He was a short- Daniel Spohn, ?i.Irs. Dietrich's father. was born in 1818 
"c:t. 5trong and robust man, Yery foud of horseback and died July 29, 1902. and he married Anna Dietrich, 
:-idi11g. Like most of the family, he was· full faced "·ho was born in 1820 and died in 1881. 
:,nd had Yery black hair. He was kind-hearted and ( V) RonERT D. DJETRICH, a rising and respected young 
:.ffable. but firm in his conYictions. He was very prom- farmer in eastern Richmond township, where he 
:nent' in his community. and was an ofiicial member owns a fertile farm of fifty-seven acres, was born 
.. i the Lutheran congregation at Dunkcl's Church, Oct. 14, 1874, near Dunkel's Church. in Greenwich 
where he and the members of his family arc buried. township, son of Samuel A. He was reared on a 
He died Nov. 21, 1873, aged ninety years, ten months, farm, and receiYed his early education in the common 
:-ight days. He married Elizabeth Georg, born Jan. schools, later attending the State Normal School at 
:.:7, 17SG. who died Jan. 17, 1846, aged nearly sixty Kutztown, Pa. He is Yery industrious, and by his own 
years. They were the parents of twelve children, energy has acquired his pi::esent property. He j5 a 
:iamely: (1 ); Benjamin (born 1806. died 1894) m. Anha Lutheran member of Dunkel's Union Church in Green
\Viltrout. (2") Solomon (born 1807, died 1874) m. wich township, as is also his wife.· In politics he js 
i~eckie ·wm. (3) Jonathan (Jonas) (born 1808, died a Democrat, and has taken an active .. interest in the 
; ~Ii!!) m. Betsy Shearer. (4) George B. (born 1811, "·elfare oi his party. and in the progress of his com
;ied 1887) m. Polly Heinly. (5) Beckie m. Jacob munity. 
if einly. _ (6) Samuel (born l817, died 1593) m. Juli- ~Ir. Dietrich married Laura S. Fraunfeld~r, daugh
.nnu!' Schollenberger. (7) Anna m. Daniel Spohn. ter of W. Adam and Catharine (Lenhart) Fraun
s) Hettie (born 1822. died 1904) m. John Mover. felder, prominent farming people of \Vindsor town-
~1) :Daniel (born 1824, died 1898) m. Sally Ann Christ. ship. Five children have blessed this union, namely: 
IO) Jeremiah (born 1826, died 1901). (11) Nathan Sus!J.nna ).Jay, born in 1896: Harry Adam, born in 
horn 1527, <lied l SSO) m. Elizabeth Stump. ( 12) Hen- 18!>8; Raymond Daniel, born in 1899; Paul Leroy, born 
·y I b(lrn 18:l2, died 1905) m. Lydia l\lerkel. in 1900; and Helen Fannie. born in 1902. 

(111) Benjamin Dietrich. son of Johann Christian. (III) Jonathan (or Jonas) Dietrich, son of Johann 
\·:is born in 1806, and died Aug. 26, 1894, at the age Christian, born Dec. 2, 1808, died Jan. 29, 1862. Wben 
·i eighty-eight years. He was a prominent citizen a young man he follo"·ed blacksmithing and later jn 
nd large taxpayer of Greenwich township, owning life became a farmer. in Greenwich township, where 
:.; acres lying betweeil Dunkel's Church and the he lived all his life. He is buried at Moselem Church. 
·hree :.\IHe House. He married Anna Wiltrout, and In 1831 he married Elizabeth (Betsy) Schearer, born · 
'.1ey enjoyed. a happy wedded life of more than fifty SeP.t. 25, 1810, who died June 7, 1897. The following 
t>ars. They were the parents of children as follows: chlldren l\'ere bo~n to this union: Ephraim died at 
lagdalena, Levi, Daniel \V. (m. SaJJie Ann Merkel), Silver Lake, Kans., in 1905, aged seYenty years, leaving 
:i:·njamin. Lewis, James \V. (m. Elizabeth Fetherolf), a large family, and is buried in Kansas; Jonathan died· 
!cnry \V. (m. Amelia Heinly), Samuel A., Adam, in 1870; Joel, born in 1837; \VilJiam, born in 1838, 
·~1~a:ma and Eliza (m. Rolandus Dreibelbis). died in 1906: Daniel S., born Sept. 20, 1840, died in 

l}V) S.un.:EL A. Dn::TRJCH, son of Benjamin, was borrl Baltimore, ~Id.; May 11, 1907; Henry; Samuel; Ed-
'. lS-!S. and his death occurred in 1894. He was· win; Sarah Ann m. Cyrus Lesher, of Reading. .. 

farmer· by occupation. and his· land was located (IV) DANIEL S. DIETRICH, son of Jonathan (or Jonas), 
1 Greenwich township, about one and one-half miles was born in Berks county Sept. 20, 1840. · While a 
.. uthwest of the Thr~e )IiJe House. In the year 1870 young man he moved to Montour county, Pa., where 
~· married Susanna Spohn, only child of Daniel and 11<' married Cc.therine B., daughter of Jacob and Jus
ilna (Dietrich) Spohn. the former a farmer in Green- tina (Boyer) ·:'.\loser.. Her father was born in Mont
:ch township. EJe,·en children blessed this union, viz.: gomery county. Pa .• oldest son of Peter and Anna 
<1) Clara A .• born l\Jarch 2, 1871, m. Samuel S. ~Ien- (Steinbruch) Moser. Peter Moser was the son of S . 

..J. and lh·es in :\faiden-creek township. They haYe P. !\Ioser, who lived in Pottstown, Pa. Mr. and Mrs • 
. d children: Katie :\!., born in 1891; Flossie A .. Dietrich were the parents of four sons: S. P., Jacob 
·rn in l89i; Elsie L., born in 1899, and Lizzie I., )J.. Edwiu !\L and J. Cah-in. Jacob lf. and J. Calvin 
:rn in. 1903 .. (2) \Vil!'ion L., born July 29, 1872, lives died young. Edwin M. married Susan C., daughter of 
1th l11t< family at the old Dietrich homestead. He Samuel and ~Iargaret .Mauger. They have two sons, 
. (fast) Kate Adam, by whom he had one son, Clar- ~lark S. and Kenneth. and live in Harrisburg, Pa. Mrs . 
.-e S .• born in 1893. and m.• (second) Cora Dietrich. Catherine B. (l\loser) Dietrich died at ~Iilton, Pa .• 

·' Robert Daniel, born Oct. 14. 1874, is mentioned ~farch H, 1897. The father then moved to Baltjmore, 
low. (4) Henry B., born~~pt. 17, 1876, died Dec. where he followed building and contracting until the 

. 1ir:G. (5) Louisa Kate. born Jan. 31, 1878, married time of his death, which occurred l\fay S, 1907. Both 
:'.arles H. Fegley, of )fai<len-creek town~hip, and has lfr. and ~lrs. Dietrich are buried at Oak Grove ceme
.:i three children: Edna. born in lS!hi; John S., born tery. in :\Iontonr county. Penn!'yh·ania. 

1S?9. and Jennie S .• born in 1903 (died in 1905). (V) PROF. S. P. DIETRICH. of Reading, was born .in :\Ion-
,' Elmer Samuel. born June 14, 1880, died July 7, tour county, Pa., Aug-. 3, 1866. He \\'as reared on a farm, 
:<~. (7) ~harlcs L .. born Aug. 26. 1883. married upon which he worked during the ~ummer, attending 
:Jlie Leob :ind has· two children: Elda, born Jan. the rural schools during the winter until he was 
· 190i, and Florence S., born Sept. 21. 1908. fourteen years o!d. He then attended the Potts Gro\•e 

George Herbert. born ~m·. 7. 1885, (9) Jennie Su- Academy and Pref. Schneider's select school, at 1\Iil
!, born Dc:c. 21, lSSi, (JO.) Calvin Andrew, born Aug. ton, Pa. At the age of eighteen years he began teach-

. r ; ~ .. 
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ing in th~ rural schools of Montour county, Pa. In 
this manner he earned sufficient monev to pay his own 
way through the Williamsport Commercial College 
and Ursinus College. He graduated from the former 
in 1888 and from the latter in 189-l. In 1897 he took 
the examination with the junior and senior classes 
in the Bloomsburg State Normal School under the 
State board of examiners and passed the same. re
ceiving his credentials with the senior class. After 
graduation he in 1894 accepted the principalship of the 
McEwensville Academy, where he remained two years. 
In 1896 he resigned to accept a position in the Dan
ville (Pa.) high school. In 1899 he resigned his posi
tion in Danville to accept the ,•ice-principalship of the 

. Sunbury (Pa.) high school. He remained in Sunbury, 
P.a., eight years, and in 1907 resigned to accept a 
position in the Boys' High School, Reading. Pa. Pro
fessor a~d Mrs. Dietrich are members of the Xew 
Lutheran Church. He is a man of marked intellect
ual attainments. and is a fluent and able speaker, 
frequently called up<Sn to make addresses at public 
functions. 

. On Dec. 23, 1896, he married Sara H., daughter ot 
Alern and Hann~h .(Hood) Mauser. They have no 
children. 

(IV) Edwin Dietrich, son of Jonathan (or 
Jonas), born in Greenwich township, is a small farmer 
in Richmond township, where for many years he was 
engaged in milling. He has served in the office of su
pervisor of thi~ township, and is now acting in the ca
pacity of road-master. He married Rufena A'dam, 
daughter of George Adam, of Greenwich township, 
and to this union have been born the following· chil
dren: Wilson G. is mentioned in full farther on; Charles 
E. is a miller in Green~ich township; Pierce A. is a 
well-t<nown druggist in Philadelphia; ~Iahlon J. is· a 
miller by trade; Jane m. Henry Adam; Francis A. is 
a student in Muhlenberg College; Alice resides at home. 

(V) WILSON G. DIETRICH, son of Edwm, was 
born in Greenwich township, Berks county, ~larch 4, 
1869. He obtained an ordinary common school educa
tion in his native township and in Albany township, 
and his early boyhood was spent on the home farm, 
where he early learned that industry was requisite to 
success in life. -In 1899 he began farming in )laxa
tawn;r township, where he lived seven years, removing 
to Richmond township in the spring of. W06. He now 
lives on one of the farms oi Lawson G. and Calvin J. 
Dietrich. He is a man of good traits of character, and 
is industrious and persevering. By thrift and eco'l
omy he has earned sufficient capital to buy a good 
farm stock. Hie is deeply interested in the welfare 
of bis family and children. ~ 

On May 20, 1893, 1Ir. Dietrich married Katie )I. 
Adam, daughter of Benjamin and Catharine (:\Iengel) 
Adam, farming people of Perry township. )[r. and 
:Mrs. Dietrich are both members of Dunkel's Church. In 
political matters he is a Democrat. and he is well in
formed on all topics of the day. He and his wife have 
had children as follows: Llewellyn, Edna (died in 
childhood), l\linnie (died in childhood)~ Piu; .. Mamie, 
Effie, and Lizzie (died in childhood). 

(III) George B. Dictdch, sou of Johann Chris
tian, was born Jan. 20, 1511, and died :\lay 2, 1857. He 
owned land in Richmond township, along the Easton 
road, two miles west of Kutztown, and while he al
ways followed his trade of carpenter, he also ·worked 
at farr:ning. He married Polly Heinly, and they becarne 
the parents of three children: James H .. horn Xo,·. 22. 
1840, died Aug. 2G. 1893; :\Iaria, who is unmarried. 
lh·es on the old homestead. which she now owns; Katie 
m. Enoch J. Heinly (mentioned cl~e,.,.·hcre in thi!' work). 

(IV) James H. Dietrich. son of George B., was born 
in Greenwich township X ov. 22. 1840, and ~·as there 
reared and educated. making- his home throughout life 
in the same township. He learned the carpenter's trade 
with his father, and this he followed in connection with 
farming all of his active years. He died .:\ug. 26, 1593. 

He marricu ~[ary Behler, who s\tn·h·es him and li\·es 
with her sons on their farm in Richmond township. 
Three sons blessed the marriage of James H. and 
:\lary (Behler) Dietrich, as follows: Lawson G., Llew
ellyn J. (died in 1890, aged twenty-two years} anc.l Cal
vin J. 

( V) LAwso~ G. D1ETRtCH. son of James H.. an1l 
one of Berks county"s representath·e men, was horn 
in Greenwich township, )lay :!, 18(j4. His early year:; 
were passed upon his father's farm. and in attending th~ 
public schools of his district. Later he attended the 
Keystone State Normal School, and in 1881. when sev
enteen years of age, he began teaching, a profess:on 
he followed with marked success for nine years. Aitcr 
spending two years as · a student and bookkeeper it~ 
the city of Reading. he moved to a farm in Richmond 
township, two miles east of Kutztown, where he ha:; 
since made his home. Since 1890 he has been exten
sively engaged in agricultural pursuits, and with hi:; 
brother Cah-in J., with "·horn he formed a partnership, 
he cultivates 2i6 acres of excellent land. The brothers 
employ only modern machinery, and are always the 
first to gh·e practical tests to the ne,-.,· methods. :\Ir. 
Dietrich has made earnest efforts to improve condi
tions in his section, and on his own farm lays great 
stress upon hay raising, shipping annually car-loads oi 
baled hay to the city !llarket. ~e is a. man of large 
business capacity, and ts a financier as well as a thor
oug-h farmer. In 1892 and 1893 he studied civil eng1n
eering and surveying, and he is an able mathematician 
Frequently he is appointc:d by the court of Berks coun-
ty to survey new roads or lands in dispute. hr. dng the 
largest practice in his profess:on in the upper part of 
Berks county. H'e is often called upon by the court:; 
oi both Berks and Lehigh counties to gh·e expert tes
timony. and has rendered valuable sen·ice. He "·a::; ·· 
elected a justice of the peace in Richmond in 1895, 
re-elected by an overwhelming majority in 1900. and re
elected without any opposition whate,·er in 1905. His 
decisions ha,;e never been reversed by any higher court. 
l\lr. Dietrich is an uncompromising Democrat. and a 
man of great influence in the party. He has ·served ai; 
delegate to ma!ly State and county conventions, and for 
ten years he represented his township as committee- ··· 
man on the county committee, being one of the oldest 
members of that body in point of service. In tlw 
spring: of 1906 he was a ,candidate for the office of 
clerk of the Quarter Sessions of Berks county. rc
ceh·ing nearly 3.ooo votes. ~Ir. Dietrich is a man of 
varied interests, and is prominently identified with the 
Kutztown Fair Association, of which he was an organ
izer and is a director. He is a stockholder in several 
banks and trust companies in Berks county. He is a 
close student of men and e\·ents, and is possessed of 
calm, prudent and sound judgment. His liie has· been 
above reproach. 

On :\lav 20. 1893, l\lr. Dietrich married :\li5s )[ary 
.-\lice Shollenberger. daughter of the late Capt. Jona~ 
and :\Iary (Dry) Shollenberger, the former a succcs~· 
fut farmer in Richmond town5hip and prothonotary oi 
Berks county. To this marri~ge has been born 011i· 

son, Irwin, a public school teacher. ·:\Ir. and )Ir=-. Diet· 
rich haxe also an adopted daughter, l<la Shollenbcr· 
gcr. who is a niece of :\I rs. Dietrich. 

(V) CALYI~ J. DIETRICH. youngest son of James H .. 
wa:; horn in Greenwich township June :10. lSli~. anci 
is now one of the prospcrou:; citizens of upper Berk:.: 
countv. He: obtained a J,!ood education at Sh0frr'.; 
schoo.1 in hi~ native to,.,.·n.ship, and at the Keystone Sta:~· 
:'\ormal School nt Kutztown. which he attended i·'. 
lSS.t and 1SS5. He then tau~ht his home school j .. : 
se\·eral term~. ancl in lflOO ent~red into partnership wit:: 
l1 i" brother Law~on G ..• in the il!!ricultural hu:.:inc.s". 
They have a modern threshing apparatus. and in a1!
dition to threshing- do shin~le and wood sawini.x for tlk 
farmer~ of their vicinity. also engagin!Z e-xtcnsi\'ely i:'. 
hay raisin~. ~<.·Hing- baled ha::r by the car-load lot=- :~::· 
nually. :\1 r. Dietrich is an intelligent and respected cm· 
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Henry S. The barn on this farm is 114 feet long
the largest in the to~·nship1 and the farm and sur
Toundings are kept in first-class conditior.. X a than 
Dietrich was a Lutheran member of Xcw Bethel 
Church", in which he was an official. He married 
Elizabeth Stump. daughter of Samuel Stump, "-·ho ll?W 

th·es at Kempton. Six children. all still living. 't\'tre 
born of this union: (1) 'Villiam S., now li\"ing re
tired •at \Veatherly, Pa .• owns two farms anc1 a mill. 
He is married and has children-\Vilson. James, ~laud. 
Annie and Francis. (2) Catharine, widow of ~foses 
Hein, lives at Kempton. (3) Henry S. (-1) Rosetta 
m. Francis Lenhart, a farmer in Albany township. 
(5) Annie m. Owen Snyder, a farmer at Steins Corner, 
L·ehigh county. (6) Lenius S .. a farmer in Albany 
township, m. E11en Miller, and ·has three child .. en
Verna, Alma and Anson. 

(IV) HENRY S. DIETRICH was born in Greenwich town
ship, Aug. 17, 1859, was educated in the public schools, 
and worked at home until he was of age. For four 
years after he attained his majority he had charge 
of the home farm, and· in the spring of 1SS6 he began 
for himself on the homestead, near Alban:r postoffice. 
This farm consists of 162 acres of. excellent potato 
land, and he plants from twenty-five to thirty acres 
every year. He has. excellent crops. and besides this 
farm he owns sixty-four aaes of woodland at the 
Blue Mountains. He has his farm well stocked. and 
is very justly proud of his horses.· their equal being 
hard to find in the township. He has from fifteen to 
twenty-five head of cattle all the time. 

In politics Mr. Dietrich is a Democrat. and he and 
his· iamily are Lutheran members of the Xew Bethel 
(Corner) Church, in Albany township. . 

Mr. Dietrich married Caroline Sechler, daughter of 
Joel Sechler. late of Albany township. Fi'"e sons 
and five daughters have blessed . this union: Addie 
m. Fred Fetherolf: George: Joel; Albert. a graduate 
of the township schools, is no"· attending the Xor
mal at Kutztown; May is a graduate of the towmhip 
schools; William: Maud; Ina; Frank and Helen. ~Ir. 
Dietrich is a be1iever in the cause of education. and 
is giving his children good school advantages. · 

ALFRED i<. DIETRICH, late of Albany township. 
was born Feb 7, 1854. and died Aug. 5. 190~. aged 
fifty-three years, five months, tweri'ty-eight days. He 
was a son of Reuben A. and Catharine (Kunkel) Diet
rich, and a direct descendant of Johannes Dietrich. 
the first of this numerous Berks county family to 
come to America: 

(I) Johannes Dietrich was a native of the German 
Palatinate, and emigrated to the ~cw 'Vorld on the 
good ship "Phoenix.'' landing (qualifying) at Phila
delphia Sept 25, 1751. It appears that soon aiter his 
arrival in this country he settled in Berks county. 
Pa ... where he married Barbara Braucher. of .·\lbany 
township. Johannes Dietrich died in JiS;;, and hi; 
widow,. Barbara, was :i.dmini~tratrix of the e5tate: she 
had as her sureties Christ. 'Braucher a1H1 Jacob 1Icr
kel. Johannes an<l BarLara Dietrich hacl thrc-e children, 
all sons, as follows: Johannes. Jacob (who i,- $aid to 
have settled in Schuylkill county) and John :\<lam.-

One .Johannes Dietrich, probahly son of J ohannc5. 
born XO\'. 7, 17fi0. in :\Iaidcn-crcek township. Berk:; 
·county, located in East Buffalo township. Union Co .. 
Pa. From there he enlisted in Colonel Sc:na11t':0 reg
iment, \Vaync's . brigade, Pennsylvania Linc. when 
eighteen years old. and returned at the expir~.tion of 
his sen·ice, in liS I. One of the !'Om of Rel.hen Did
rich, now living in Greenwich townf.hip. recalls tlrnt 
his father visited his uncle (Johannes) in Cnion coun
·ty, making the journey on horseback. ancl that the 
·visits were returned. 

Johannes Dietrich, the emigrant. hc:.rl brother~ :\<lam 
(17-10-lSli) and Ca,-per, both of ,•;hom came t..> Am~ri

·Ca, the latter, with a man named :~01li1:g-:-r, ~ct tling 

in Virginia, from which• State" one Casper Dietrich. 
Jr .. had enlisted in the war of 1812. 
. (II) John Adam Dietrich. son of Johanne~ the erni
grant, was born ~ov. 23, 178-l, in Greenwich to\\.·n
ship, and died on his farm July 23. !Sfi-t. He wa:; bap
tized Dec. 12, 178-l. by Re\·. Heinrich Hartzel. in Green
wich township~ and the certificate state:: that hi:i spon
sors were his uncle Adam and his wife. ).[aria Bar
bara Dietrich. This is proof conclusi,·e that Johannes, 
Aaam and Casper Dietrich \\"'ere brothers. The line 
of ·Adam is folly treated of elsewhere. 

Tn 1803 John Adam Dietrich married Susanna . ..\r
nold, born Feb. 5. 1783, died Oct. 6, 1569, and both 
are buriea immediately back of the Lenhartsville 
Church. of which they were prominent member:;. 
They were pious people, good though strict parents. 
and ".Mother" Dietrich was an excellent housekeeper. 
noted especially for her old-fashioned bread. She had 
few equals as a breadmaker, and her rye bread ·was 
the best that could be made. Visitors :were alwav:o; 
treated to butter-bread and QOney. Most farmers in 
those days had from five to twenty-fi,·e beehi\'cs .. an<I 
there was always plenty of honey. "Father" Dietrkh 
was equally noted in his way. He began farming 
near Dreibelbis Station, and owned the tract now 
owned by a Stettler, from there moving to the farm 
which his youngest son. Reuben A.. came to own 
after his death. It is now the property of Reuben's 
son. Thomas K., who is the fourth generation to' own 
and live upon this land. This Dietrich homestead 
originally belonged to the Brobst family. 

John Adam Dietrich was a carpenter by trade, and 
did such excellent work that he was known as one 
of the best wood-workers of his d~y. He built th~ 
present barn on- the place in 1836. and the house in 
18-H. The house is of stone. and. as only the best 
stones were used. and the mason.; of that\ day kne"· 
their work well. the walls are very substantially ma.de, 
as well as workmanlike. The woodwork in the J10use 
shows the same care and skill. and· was done for 
the ,most part by "Father" Dietrich himself. The 
last will and testament of this ,..,.orthv man is a model 
oi its kind and shows that the spirit of a pure heart 
actuated all his deeds. It waS' made a few years be
fore his death. and is on record in Will Book II. 
page 333. '£he old family Bible is wen preserved. 
and is now owned by his grandson, Henry K. Dietrich. 

'to John Adam Dietrich and his wife were "born 
fourteen children. of whom we have the following 
record: ~Iaria,· Dec. 29, 1803: Rebecca, Oct. 11, 180~; 
Jacob. June 27, lSOi; l!'aac, :March 30, 180~ (died July 
22, 1822): Elizabeth. Qct. 25, 1810; Annie. Oct. 25. 
1812; Gideon, l\Iarch ·30, 1814; Adam, Oct. 17. 1515 
(died .April 16, 1826): ).foses, Oct. 22. 1817; Rufena, 
Kov. 20, 1819 (died Xc:fr. 28, 1848): Catharine, Dec. 
15, 1821; Reuben. Oct. 20, 1823. It will be noticed 
that six members of this family were born in the 
month of October. Isaac, Adam and Rufena are 
buried at Dunkel's Church. 

(III) Reuben· A. Dietrich. youngest son of· John 
Adam aml Sus<tnna (Arnold) Dietrich. was horn in 
Greenwich township Oct. 20. 1S!!3, on the John .:\d:i,1 
Dietrich honH.':Hcad near Klines,·ilk, and dil·d July 
31. 1SS9. He w1s a lifelong farmer. succc:cding: his 
father on the home olace. which now consists oi 1;,:; 
acres of ,·aluable land. He was prosperou:;. :met ad<li:-d 
senntv acres to this tract. bt1t this extra land wa:; 
sold off again dter his death. ~Ir. Dietrich \\":1" 

original!\· a Luthrran member of the Dunkel Church. 
but in is:>-l, whc;1 the Lenhart:H·illc Church wa:3 or
ganized. he became one of its memhl'r"l, and he wa..: 
:;n ottici:1l of that church unti1 his <k:lth. He marricrl 
Catharine Kunkel. born in 18:1-l. dau~hter of Dani1.·l 
and )faria :\[a~dalena (Zimmerman) Kunl~I. and eight 
children were 'born to th<:m: :\lf rccl K. is men ti~1111.: 1 l 
below; Lewis K. is a prosper«)u:; farmer in Kistler'~ 
Valley. Lehigh county (he married :\lice Howt"rtcr. 
and they h;n·e had ti,·c chililrcn. Vnlori1.!= .. W'iniam. 
Lizzi1..•. E1lgar and Xorman): Ellen (d<.·ceascd) was the 



· BIOGRAPHICAL 561 

11 , a Democrat in politic~l ptinciplc, :ind. activcl)'.' inter_.· 
• d in the success of his party. He ts prommently 
~c:nected "'·ith the Dietrich Family Association, which 
:0 members all over the co!-1nt~y. . . . 
On April 25, 1891, ::\Ir. Dietrich married Ev.ada E. 
:-:xler, born Dec. 28, 1868, daughter of Bennev1llc and 
aria (Hoch) Trexler. the former born Dec. H, 1839, 
·d Feb. 25, 1881. ~Ir. :md ~lrs. Trexler were the 
~:-en ts of: Evada. E. (now :\I rs. Di~tri~h); ~<'rands, who 
:irricd Clara Stem; Beulah. who died in childhood; and 
iss Mamie. l\lrs. Dietrich was confirmed in the 
Jtberan faith by the Rev. Dr. \V. S. l\Iueller, at lfos
t:m Church, and there she and he~ husband both 
tend. They have no children. . . 
{Ill) Daniel Dietrich, son of Johann Christian Diet
·h was born in Greenwich township, Berks county, 
~rll ·24, 1824, and died at Dietrich's mill in the same. 
fwnship April 20, 1898. He was one of the best 
:own men in all that locality, and for many years con-
1cted what is known as Dietrich's mill, located on the 
1cony on the road from Kutztmvn to Hamburg, two 
iles north of the former place. With the mill property 
ere fifty acres of land, which Mr. Dietrich cultivated 
1d improved. He built th·~ large brick residence there 
1857, and the barn some years later. He was public

frited and progressive, and was one of the prime movers 
the establishment of the Keystone State Normal 

:hool at Kutztown, and one of its first· trustees, serv
g as such from the time of its organization until his 
~ath. He is buried in Hope cemetery at Kutztown. On 
ay 28, 18-42, he married Sally Ani:i Ch~ist, born Nov. 
~- l824t died July 5, 1898. To thJs umon were born 
n children: (1) Willoughby~ born Jan. 10, 1850, died 
~ed twenty-three days. (2) William C .• born 1851, died 
·i6. (3) Jonathan C., born Nov. 26, 1852, in Greenwich, 
,,·ns and Jives on the old homestead, where he oper
cs a creamery, and is also engaged in the ice busi
:ss. For a number of years he was chief bookkeeper 
:r tlM: Keystone Shoe :Manufacturing Company, and 
.· was deputy county controller under H. F. Livingood 
;d A. L. Rhoads. (4) !-.Iahlon. C. (5) Mary Elizabeth, 
)rn JaQ. 25, 1857, is the widow of Levi D. Dietrich. 
•) Franklin, born Aug. 15, 18.58, died aged forty-four 
tys. (7) Diana, born Se·pt. 5, 1859, died l\Iarch 22, 1862. 
o) Aaron, born Oct. 11, 1860, died l\Iarch 23, 1862. (9) 
mma Amanda, born Oct. 25, lSGl, died ~lay 31, 18i0. 
o) Amelia, born April H, 1863, is the widow of Charles 
. Ketner, and has two children, Anna Bell and \Vit
im R. 
{IV) ::\lAHLO:.l C. DtF.TRICH, grain, potato, lumber, coal 
ld general merchandise dealer at ·Kempton, Pa., was 
•rn January 3, 1855. He early became familiar with 
;C milling and lumber business. and on August . 3, 
·H, located in Kempton, which then consisted of one 
rivate ·dwelling and the hotel, but which has since 
rown to contain twenty-fi\·e houses. He conducted the 
rain warehouse for Dietrich . & De Turk. the senior 
irtner of the firm being hrs father. In l877 he pur
:ascd his father's interest in this business and the 
rm continued under· the same name until 1881, when 
: also purchased the interest of his partner, Isaac L. 
le Turk. Since that <late he has been alone, building 
;1 one of the largest businesses of its kind in the 
tate. He has a large stock of general merchandise, 
irrying e\'erything that might be included among the 
l!eds of a farmer. He is an cxtensiYe potato shipper-
1 fact the most extensive on the Schuylkill & Lehigh 
Lilroad, a branch of the P. & R. road, and he has many 
~:stomers in the large cities of the East. 
llr. Dietrich is interested in all that tends to the 

l"\"Clopment of his county. He was active in the Diet
ch Family Reunion Association, and. gaye great as
::-tance in the preparation of the family record. He 
· a member of the Xew Jerusalem Church, belonging 
·, the Lutheran congregation. 
On Sept. 2. 18iG, ~Ir. Dietrich married ).Iiss Sarah E. 

.1chman, <laughter of Xathan and Eliza (Donat) Bach
~an, of Lynn t0\n1ship, the~formcr born lSli, died 1905. 
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:\fr. an.I ~Irs. Bachman :1;:d children as fo!lows: Rev. 
Adam J., of Schaefferstown, Lebanon county; Rev • 
James N. (18~>4-U>Oi), of Lynnport. Pa.; and Sarah E. To 
Mr. and ~Irs. Dietrich ha\e been born two daughters 
and one son. namely: Roie Annie Eva, born Sept. 12, 
1877, died Jan. 21, 1883; Edgar Adolphus, born Xo\·. 20. 
1886, died Jan. 23, 1889; Blanche R., graduated from the 
public schools of Albany township in 1906, and is a 
member of the class of HllO at the Keystone State )for
mal School. 

l\lr. Dietrich is so well known in his district as a 
shipper of potatoes that a few words from him about 
the potato growing industry which plays so prominent 
a part in the agricultural prosperity of the section will 
be of interest here: 

Potatoes are raised on every farm in Albany town
ship and in part of Greenwich township, Be~ks cou~ty, 
and in the lower section of Lynn township, Lehigh 
county, which adjoins the two townshiJ?S named, are 
raised more than in any other township. From all 
these localities a good many are brought to Kempton, 
Berks county, for shipment .. Hence no.t all. the po
tatoes shipped from that station are . raised tn Berks 
county. A good many were raised before the building 
of the Berks County railroad, which was first operated 
in 1874. The nearest markets then were Allentown, 
Reading, Pottsville and Tamaqu.a. To each. place. the 
distance is about twenty-five mtlei; from this section, 
the trip taki.1g two nights and one day or two days and 
one night. Since the railroad was built .m?re haYe been 
raised from year to year. The old varieties have been 
supplanted by new favorites, and many have held their 
reput.ation as good yielders. At present the Dewly, Vul
can, State of ::\laine. Prince Henry, Twenty Century, 
\Vorld's \Yonder, Nation.al and Banner are principally 
raised, and all are a round white potato, good yielders, 
and also best adapted.for the market. 

The planting season begins about April 10th. :\Iany 
turn the sod in the fall, some in the early spring, and 
make ready to plant with the Aspinwall and other plant
ers; the slanting tooth harrow is u~ed, then the weedc:r 
and cultivator. The Colorado potato bug or beetle :s 
very injurious to the plants and the growers must spray 
them in time with Paris green or arsenic; and some 
also spray for the prevention of the blight, which is 
a much dreaded disease, as potatoes commence to rot 
about the time when the first shipments are made in 
car-load Jots, which is about Sept. 1st. York State 
stock is always about two weeks later, and Michigan 
and other northwestern States still a few weeks later. 
The shipping of potatoes is a most hazardous under
taking. All kinds of risks are connected with it. The 
rot. the cold weather and the overstocked markets have 
to ·be contended with. .Most of the farmers have not 
yet provided a good protected stora·ge place, and have 
to sell about half the stock raised before the coli weath
er sets fn, being therefore obliged to sell those out
side the cellars and other protected places. Some three 
hundred iuJI car-loads and a number of bushels in bag 
lots are shipped from the different stations in Albany 
township; six hundred bushels is about the average for 
a ca,., or about two hundred thousand bush-els at an 
a\·eragc price of fifty cents; the shipments amounting to 
$100.000. 

(Ill) Xathan Dietrich, son of Christian, -n·as born 
in Greenwich township, July 30, 182i, and died Jan. 
24, 1580. He was rcued to farm life and when about 
tn·enty-five years olrl began work for himself. He 
Jiyed in ~Iontour county, Pa., for a time, working on 
a farm for a man by the name of ~IcCormick. \Vhen 
he· returned to Greenwich township, Berks county, 
he began farming at Stein's mill, and then lh·ed on 
different farms in that locality until the spring of 
1860, when he went to :\ll>any town~hip, and purchased 
a fa.rm, now the property of Henry He.ffner, ·which 
he sold six years later and bought the 16:?-acrc farm 
from Danie! Kunkel, that is now owned by his son, 
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ifr of Alfred Grcenn·alt, of Bernville; Henry K .. born 
tS60, a farmer near LcnhartsviJle, is the \"ice-president 

'.the Dietrich Family Association (he married in ISS:l. 
';1rv Seidel, and they haYe children, Robert. Lizzie. 
.i::ar, Flora, Nora. Harny :rnd Annie. of whom 
i;-~ie. a graduate of the Keystone St:ite Normal 
:::oQl. is engaged in teaching); Florcnda married 
, ..• rse Kutz; Thomas K. owns and farms the home
,;1d (he marrieci Ida Komp, who died June 17. 190i, 
... 1 has a son. Ira); Charles and James both died in 
i'.1lhood. The burial ground of this famjly is at 
::thartsville. l\Irs. Catharine (Kunkel) Dietrich now 
:k\!s her home with her son Thomas. on the old 
mestead. 
:\fired K. Dietrich was reared to farming, and when 
enty-one years old went to learn milling from Sol-
1•·n P. Dietrich, who then operated what has been 
own for many years as the Dietrich mill. The 
ring· after his marriage l\fr. Dietrich engaged in 
~ business for himself at Dietrich's ~fill, which he 
t::;h! about 1889~ and which he conducted in all 
· almost thirty years-from 1877 until two years 
f,•re his death. This mill is located in the Stony 
::1 Valley in Albany township. The first mill at this 
~ was built .by a Grim, in 1750, and the present 
1:~c mill is at least the second~ probably the third. 
11 at this place. On a stone in the wall of the 
:th gable are the dates 1750 and 1795, the latter 
•1~ probably the date of the building of the second 
:1 or the repairing of· the first one. To the mill 
::•erty belongs a fine farm of ninetv-five acres. 
1~;: in the potato helt of this section. ?{fr. Dietrich 
;\·41 many potatoes. planting twenty acres every 
.:- This property. is a nluable one. the buildings 
r::: ,·cry substantial. The lar'?e Swiss barn was 
n ... d by Alfred K. Dietrich in 1891. He owned 
• the old 'Vicsncr homestead in Stonv Run Vallev, 
·:.rm of 122 acre!'. whi.ch he bought· in 1898, an"d 
·(

11 is now tenanted by his son Irwin C., who is 
~nterprising young farmer. and extensively en

~· 11 in potato planting. On this farm stands a stone 
:-t· which "·as built in 1f'96, .and which ori.ginally 
~-!1~ed to one Samuel ~llller. Oil a stone in the 
;t gable of this house is the following: 

s· B & H l\I 
PE&Hl\1. 

1796 
':~ Jan. 21, 1877. :\fr. Dietrich married Louisa ~Ier-
•Iaughter of Wil1iam D. Merkel. of Windsor, and 

tht•m were born fi\"e children, as follows: Irwin 
.\nson. \V., l\Iary V. (married Elton J. Trexler. 
~\lhany, Pa., and has a son, Clinton :\L). Howard 
::nd Agnes G. · 
:i~h his ~amily ~fr. Dietrich beionged to the Wess
·\ !Ile Friedens Church, all being members of the 
!i·.·ran congregation ·there, of which :\Ir. Dietrich 
t·•I as deacoq. He was the third person buried in 
!~l'\Y cemetery of that church. In politics ~fr. 

::-1C'h was a 0<.'mocrat. He was a man much 
::-:~it'd for his de\'otion to his family and his duty. 

! ETRICH (Linc of Conrad). This branch of the 
~'.chs, so far as is known in no way related to Adam 
r:\·h and his descendants, has its origin in Conrad 
r.:o:h. who was born in Baltimore. '..\[d., Jan. 11, 1763. 
~~~ young manhood he came to Berks counn·, Pa .. 
! .. cated in Hcrcfor.d township. He was rnarried 

c.-. and in li!lO the FC'tl<.'ral Census Report records 
. ~: 1.e head. ?f a family consisting of four persons, 
:• .: and wuc and two daughters. Their 5eYcn other 
:-. n werr. horn aft<'r li!lO. A11out li!l:i he and his fam

·: ::\~.to Rcadinrr. a1:d there he p:-issed the remainder 
: . luc. He owned con::-idcrable prop<·rty. :ind was 
r~:. (I a~ a fairly well-to-d0 man. His wiic was 
:'. '_dh Scisholtz of Longswamp townsh:p. Ilcrks 
_''.-: born :\[arch :1, lili!l, died Sept. 22, 18:17, agccJ 
., :~ht years. six mont-hs :ind nineteen day~. Con-

rad Dietrich died Dec. IS, 1841, aged se,·enty-eight years, 
ele\·en months. se,·en days. They are both buried in the 
western part of the Aulenbach cemetery. The tomb
stone inscription states that they were the parents of 
nine children-four sons nnd five daughters. The names 
of four children only coul<I be ascertained as follow:;: 
(1) George settled in the vicinity of Scranton, Catawis
sa or Tamaqua, Pa., where he manufactured bricks. He 
was born Aug. 4, 1S13, was married~ anct hn<t a number 
of children. (2) Jacob is mentioned below. (3) Susan 
married Henry Fry of Reading. (4) Conrad is mention
~d below. 

(II) Jacob Dietrich, son of Conrad. was born in 
Reading, and he made his home on Tenth street, south 
of Cherry. He was a laborer, and for many years was 
the graye digger for Trinity Luthera.n Church, at Sixth 
ancl \Vashington streets, and there he, too, was laid to 
rest, but later his body with others was removed to the 
Lutheran cemetery. He married Abbey Dieter, and to 
this union were born three sons :ind five daughters~ 
namely: (1) Sa,·annah m. Amos Gtley, c.f Reading. (2) 
Conrad m. Hannah Geeze of Allentown. (3) Jacob m. 
in Schuylkill county~ wher.e he had settled and reared 
a family. He had a son. Al. Dietrich. (4) Catharine m. 
Fred Ulrich Hains. (5) Susan (born in Reacting Dec. 
5, 1835) resides in Reading. She m. Charles Houck, a 
nath·e of Germany. who was a saddler in Reading. 
They haJ children: Hattie, ~fary (deceased). Rosa and 
Katie (n·ho are both deaf mutes), and Elizabeth. (6) 
Isaac (born at Reading in 1857) settled when about 
twenty-fiYe year~ old in Drehersville, Schuylkill county, 
where he married Deborah. H o!lenbach. Their son, 
'William H .. born Sept. 18, 1853, at Temple, Berks 
county, died '..\larch 9, 1909, at Reading, and is 'Juried 
at Alsace Lutheran Church. He was a laborer. He was 
twice married, first, April 27. 18i5, to Emma Kissinger, 
who bore him four children-Irwin \V .. George A., 
Katie D. and Sallie :\I.; and (second) to Hannah D. 
Sell. by whom he had children-Bertha E., Edward H., 
Carrie L .• Gertie E .. Deborah A., WiJiiam H. and Christ
ian R. (;) )f ary died young. (8) Abbey m. in Phil-. 
adeiphia where she lh:ed and died. 

(II) Conrad Dietrich. son of Conrad, wa·s born at 
the big dam at Reading. July 26, 1798, and was confirmed 
in the Lutheran faith. He was a paper manufacturer 
in Snyder county for many years, but his plant wa~ 
destroyed by fire in 1840. In later life he moved 'Jack 
to Reading, where he died Feb. 12, 1861, aged sixty
two years, s:x months, sixteen days, and was buried in 
Aulenbach cemetery. by the side of his father. He 
was twice married. and bv his first marriage had three 
children: (1) Henry left the parental home when twen
ty-:two years of age, while the father. lived in S:-iyder 
county. and his whereabouts were unknown for twenty 
years, when one afternoon, to the surprise of aU, he 
came home only to remain one night and to leave with
out telling any one where he had lived or n•here h1! was 
going. It was aiterward learned that he was comfort
ably situated in \Vilmington, Del .. and in later years 
he paid annual \'isits to his brother. \Villiam H., in 
Reading. By his first wife he had a son. Reuben, who 
Jived at )f echanic!;bttrg, in Cumberland county. Pa. (2) 
~fary m. Hon. Reuben Keller, a State senator from 18~9 
fo JS62. (:i) .-\dam. 

Conrad Dietrich \\'as married (second) Oct~ 9, 1836. 
to ~Iartha Of ?ycr) Sp0hn, widow of Jacob Spohn, of 
Spnng ton·n::h1p. She was horn Jan. J3. IS05. and died 
in 18S9, aged eighty-four years, <lau~hter of Jonathan 
).f oycr. In the old Spcihn Bible the following children 
are crl'<lited to the marriage of Conrad and :\Iartha 
Dietrich: Amelia, horn Dec. 17, JS~i; Conrad, born Feb. 
9. JS:rn; \\'ilfom H .. born Oct. 20. JS.IO: Rebecca born 
).f~~· 4, 1~-t!, <lied >:o,·. 14. 1870 (m. John L. I~o~an). 

(III) \\ JLtr.nr H. D11-:rn1nr, Su., son of Conrad. 
w:ls born in Snyder county, Pa .. Oct. 2rl, lR-10. \Vhen 
a young- man he came to Rc:iding with hi5 parents. and 
here he learned the an of photography with S. B. How
arcl. \\110 aiter the bu:'ines!' h:id bc.·l'n thoroughly mas-

; ; 

. ' . . 

. ·~ 

d· 



664 HISTORY OF BERKS COUXTY, P.ENNSYL VANIA 

tered, admitted him as a partner, under the firm name 
of Howard & Dietrich. Some years aitern.-ard :\Ir. 
Howard retired from business, and Mr. Dietrich formed 
a partnership with l\Ir. Patton, under the firm name of 
Dietrich & Patton, and for twenty years they conducted 
a successful business at the corner of Seventh an<l 
Penn streets, where Rosenbaum's hall now stands. 
Later Mr. Dietrich conducted a grocery store at the 
corner of Ninth and Robeson streets. Since 1895 he has 
been the proprietor of the "Veteran Hotel" of Reading, 
located at the northeast corner of Seventh and Chestnut 
streets. In 1860 he married Hannah Brobst, of Read
ing, who died Oct. 17, 1900, after a married life of more 
than forty years. She is buried in the Dietrich family lot 
in Aulenbach's cemetery. Seven children were born to 
this union: (1) ·Martha m. George Snyder, of Reading, 
and has children-Howard, Chester, George, Bert, ~Iar
tha, Clara and Hannah. (2) Emma died in infancy. (3) 
Emma (2) m. Elmer $tott, of Reading, and their child
ren are Eugene, Bessie, Harry, Frank and \Vallace. (4) 
William H., Jr., is mentioned below. (5) Annie died 
unmarried aged twenty-one· years. (6) George P. 
(born at Reading, Dec. 6, 1869) is associated with bis 

ecclesiastical studies at St. Charies Seminary, in Phita~ 
d~lphia. He was regularl~ ordt1ined as a priest in lSo.> by 
Bishop .(afterward Archbishop) Wood. After serving as 
assistant priest at Philadelphia for ~ year, and as priest 
at Newcastle, Del., for the same period, he became pastor 
at St. Paul's Church in Reading in 1SG7, and this large and 
growing parish he has served most deYotedly an<l succc):i· 
fuJlr for forty-two continuous years, a truly remark:ibh: 
period. His communicant members have come to number 
three thousand. During his ministrations the church 
property at Ninth and \Valnut streets, for religious, edu
cational and charitable purpose:;, has become the largest at 
Reading, evidencing in a high degree his superior ji.:dg. 
ment and executive ability. 

Besides being directly interested in the success of his 
own parish, Father Bornemann has ?Jeen very active in the 
establishment of other institutions immediately connected 
with the Roman Catholic denomination: St. Joseph· :0 

Hospital; House of the Good Shepherd; St. Catharine·~ 
Orphan Asylum for Girts; St. Paul's Orphan Asylum 
for Boys; the Polish, Italian and Slavic Roman Catholic 
Churches; St. Bernardino's Convent and Asylum, Oak 
Brook; and Gethsemane Roman Catholic Cemetery; a!: 
of which are successfuUy administered. 

father in the management of the "Veteran· Hotel." In GEORGE" HENDEL, hat manufacturer at Readini.:: 
1907 he was the Republican nominee for the office of for over thirty-five years, was born in 1835. at Adam:'· 

. high sheriff, and received the highest vote ever given town,. Lancaster Co., Pa., where he received his educa
a Republican candidate for that office. He m. Annie tion in the local public schools and then learned the 
Jenkins of Pottsville. (7) Clara married James Yost, a hatter's trade in his father's factory. He continue•! 
farmer of Spring township, whose record appears in in his father's employ untit 1860. when the bttc: 
these volumes. formed a co-partnership with him and hi:; broth1:r 

(IV) William H. Dietrich, Jr., son of William H. Sr., John, and they traded together under the name •·f 
and proprietor of the ":Muhlenberg ).fansion" at No. Levi Hendel & .Sons for four years. The partnershi;· 
1057 North Ninth street, Reading, was born at ~o. 14:5 was thrn dissvlved, and he and his brother John locatc·t 
Mulberry street, Reading. His early education was ob- at St. Lawrence, in Berks county, and there they c:tr
tained in the public schools of the city, and aft~r leav- ried on business until January, 1867, when they rt .. 

ing school he was employed at .:-.Iohn's hat factory· for moved to Reading, having erected a plant on ~Iapi · 
two years. He then worked for Augustus Hassler in street south of Chestnut. Here they traded for thr1.·1.· 
the restaurant at No. 503 Penn street, where he re- years and then dissch·ed the partner$hip. In lSil. he 
mained a number of years. He was next manager for· and his brothers, John and Henry B .• formed· a C•·· 
William H. Rcist's cafe, Mr. Reist being proprietor of partnership under the narr.e of John Hendel & Br•-.... 
the "Hotel Penn.'' There he continued until 1893, and purchased the \Vyomissing \Voolen )lills, situak.! 
when he assumed the proprietorship of the "Hyde on Fifth street below Laurel, which they remo<lek·: 
Park" Hotel~ in Muhlenberg township. which he con- and supplied with superior machinery for rrianufacu:r· 
ducted with great success for two and one-half years. ing wool hats, and he continued in the firm until IS~•". 
In October, 1895, he took charge of the Reading "Fair when he sold his interest to his brother John. 
Ground Hotel," which he carried on until April 1, 1899, In lS'iS, :\Er. 1-.Iendel erected a ,..,·ool hat factory alt)r~ 
when he assumed control of his present stand, where the \Vyom.issing creek, near Shillington, and he a::! 
he enjoys a large patronage. He is a successful hotel: his brother John carried on business there until 1:-'~·:-, 
man, genial and popular with his guests, and has many as Hendel Brothers; and in lSSG. they erected anoth1.·r 
warm friends in Reading. wool hat factory along the Cacoosing creek at ){,,~:· 

Mr. Dietrich is connected with a number of social and tello. which they operated under the name of Hen 1_l.-t 
fraternal organiz~tions, among them being: B. P. 0. E. Hat· Company until 1895; then he purchased the !!:· 
Lodge No. 115. Reading; Reading Aerie, Xo. 66, F. 0. terest of his brother in the two plants. Tht1 for}11.:r 
E.; K. G. E. Castle No. 391, of Hyde Park: Neversink was converted into a fur hat factory, and it has ::;11:\·i: 

Fishing Club; Junior Fire Company: Juniata County been carried on by him and his two sons, trading ;.:i 

Fishing Club; Old B~chelors' Ciub; :Marion Fire Com- George Hendel & Sons, employing about 225 han·'.•. 
pany. In his religious faith he is a belic,·er in the The wool ha.t· business in the ~Iontdlo factorr "'··' 
doctrines of the Reformed Church. continued b;· him and his hvo sons as the Hendd Ii.: 

On March 12, 1891. ~Ir. Dietrich married ~Iiss Annie Company until HlOI, when they di~mantled t!1~ p:.;::; 
Leitheiser (born Feb. 5. 186!l. died :\pril 11, 1906. aged and removed the machinery to a factory at Tent~ :, :: : 
thirty-se\'en years. two months, six days). and they Spruce str-:ets, Reading, and here they have conttrn: ·: 
had one son Wilson F. (born Sept. s, isn). the manufacture of wool hats under the same n:l:·:· 

until the present time, employing about one hunJ~ ... 
hanck REV. GEORGE BORXE:'\£:\NN, the only priest of St. 

Paul's Roman Catholic Church for a continuous period Qf 
forty-two years, and mo~t affectionately recognized apd 
spoken of in the community as "Father Bornemann," was 
born at Lingcn, in :he province of Hanover, Germany, Oct. 
5, 1838. He is the son of \Villiam Bornemann, a rope
maker, who die<l at Reading in 18S·1, aged eighty-two years, 
and Louisa Rolfs, his wi fc, who dit:d while he was still a 
young boy. He emigrated to the United States when fifteen 
y~ars of age, his father following some years afterward. 
He was specially educated for the priesthood in Germany 
and the Unitecl States, graduating from St. Vincent's Col
lege at Latrobe, Pa., in 1862, and then extended his 

~Ir. Hcncld was macle a Free Mason in Ch:l.n-::~·· 
Lodge. Xo. 227; and he is a member of Ddfolay C·::: 
manrlcry X o. !>. K. T. In politics he has been a fv· 
publican for fifty years; an<l in religious mat!~: 
idcntiticd with the E\•angelical church since lSfi~ ... : : 
was married to Catharine :\Iohn, daughter of \\ 1lt 1 • •• 

)i ohn and Pollv Gerner his wife, b-: whom he L 
two sons: John ·R. and \Villi:im H. i-Ii5 wife <li1.<. 
Hl02. ~Ir. Hcn<lel's father was Levi Hendel. a ·. ·· 
manufacturer at Adamstown for many year~. I.::--:· 
sketch of his oldt>r brother John Hendel in thi~ pi:··. 
cation.] 
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·· · terribly mistreated these sturdy, industrious settlers, 
and in the fall of 1723, 150 families fied from the 
governor's jurisdiction and made their way across 
the forests into Pennsylvania. many of them settl!ng 
in Bethel, Heidelberg, and Tulpehocken towmhtps, 
in Berks county. Among these. early Penn
sylvania settlers was George Anspach. FiYe years 
later, in 1728, came another large influx of these fam
ilies, and among the latter was Leonard Ansva:h. 
who in 1759 was a taxable in Tulpehocken townslup, 
paying nine pounds. Also in this year the tax list 
registered the names of John and Peter Anspach, the 
former paying eighteen and the latter twenty pounds. 
One of these was the ancestor of Adam Anspach, 
grandfather of Thomas P .. Adam Ans~ach and Philip 
Anspach were sergeants m Capt. :\I1chael Forrcr·s 

-·. Company of the Berks County ::\Iilitia. in t~e Revolu
... .. tionary War. serving from Ju.ne, 1780, until ~uly 15, 
~· .. liSl. John Anspach, of Heidelberg township, "t\·as 

second lieutenant in Capt. Jo'1n Lesher's Fiith Com-
·.· pany of the Battalion of Berks county, l\fa~,- 17, li71. 

Adam Anspach~ grandfathe~ of Th?mas P., '~~s born 
'! · on the Anspach homestead m l\Iar1on townsnip, and 
.-:··, is buried at Host Church. He was a lifelong farmer, 
.: owning the old homestead. He and h_is wife •. !\Iag-

dalena (Kintzer) Anspach. had a family or sixteen 
children, as follows: David, who had Eliza, Dictta. 
Sarah and Lucy; Jacob, who had three wives. and was 
the father of nineteen children; John, who had Eliza 
and Samuel; Samuel, who had Henry, Sue, Samuel. 
John and Emma; Adam, who had Cyrus, Catherine, 
Lillie: Jonathan. who was a bachelor; Joseph, who 
had four chifdren; Isaac, the father of Thomas P.; 
)Iary, who died unmarried; Sallie, m. to Samuel Rieg
el; Elizabeth, m. to Peter Scholl; }.folly, who died 
unmarried at the age of twenty-one years; and four 
"1thers who died young. Of this family Jonathan ~nd 
Mary lived together at \Vomel.sdorf, both now bemg 

· ·· deceased. 
ISaac Anspach, son of Adam, was born June 16, 

1819. He owned a cozy little farm of thirty acres 
lying in the borough of \Vomelsdorf, where he died 
May 27, lSSl. He was a Lutheran in religious belief, 
and an official member of Zion's Union Church. He 
married Elizabeth \\falters, born Jan. 8, 1824, died 
Dec. 30, 1899. They had four children, namely: Frank, 
born in 1S4t>, died in 1852; Jonathan. born in 18:30, died 
iu 1852; Lizzie m. George Himmelberger, of \Vomels
dorf; and Thomas P. 

Tbomas P. Anspach obtained his education in the 
borough schools, and was reared upon the home farm, 
assisting his father. On reaching his fourteenth year 
he learned the cigar making business, and until lSSG 
he engaged in that business. as a traveling salesman. 
In the year mentioned Mr. Anspach begari to manu
facture cigars, in which business he has continued to 
the present time with much success. He owns a 
two-story factory on First street, where he employs 

. half a dozen skilled mechanics, and disposes of his 
produ.ct through jobbers. He erected a fine brick 
residence at the corner of First and Franklin streets. 
\Vomelsdorf, in 1906, and here he and his family 
make their home.. Until Sept. 23, 1905. he had his 
business on North Third street. when he was burned 

·· out. suffering a hea·vy loss. The two houses on the 
place had been standing there for upwards of 100 
years. 

Mr. Anspach is a member of Golden Rule Lodge No. 
159, I. 0. 0. F., and \Vashington Camp No. 67. P. 0. 

- S. of A., both of Womelsdorf. having been connected 
with the former since 1877, and the latter since 1873. 
He and his family are attendants of Zion's Lutheran 
Church. 

On Aug. 14, 1880, l\fr. Anspach was married to Ida 
Behney, daughter of Milton and Rebecca (Batdorf) 
Behney, and to this union there were born three 
sons: Irwin M., a drug clerk of \Vomelsdori, m. Annie 

Kauffman, of l\!illerston, Perry Co., Pa.~ Frank B. 
m. Olh·e Lambertson, of :\Iapleton, Huntingdon Co., 
Pa .. and has had two children, Ida G. (deceased) and 
Thomas; and John I., nnmarried, is a cigar maker by 
occupation. 

FRANKLIN D. HEFF?\ER; an influential and well
to-do agriculturist of Berks county~ Pa., who ~s now 
residing on the original ~r erkel homestead m the 
eastern end of Richmond township, was born on the 
old ori..-rinal H~ffoer homestead. near Virginville, in 
Richmo=;,d township, Feb. 20, 1859, son of Daniel and 
Lucy (Wink) Heffner. 

Heinrich Hacffner, the great-great-grandfather of 
Franklin D. Heffner~ emigrated from the Pa~atinat~, 
\Vurtemberg, Germany. He was twice married, hts 
second wife being Maria Eva Kelchner, ·daughter of 
:\fatthaus Kelchner. an early settler of Richmond town
ship. She bore M'.n two sturdy sons and four daugh
ters, namely: Joh~nn Heinrich; Hans Georg, born in 
1757. married Mari.a Hummel, and died in 1818; ~va 
Catharine; Elizabeth; Eva ~-[agdalcna, and Catharine. 
Heindch H::ieffner ( Hiiffner) was a son of Andreas 
Haeffncr cE Eberstadr. Darmstadt, Germany. t'fhe 
latter m<Hticd in 11:;2, and established himself about 
one mile south of Virgimrille, on the land now owned 
by Richard G. Trexler. He was probably a wcav~r. 
as he mentioned "d<!n \Vcbstuhl und das Gesch1rr 
dazu" in an af~reement with his son Heinrich, made 
April 13, 1784. . 

During the R.::,•olutionary 'Var Heinrich Heffner (as 
the name appears in the record) was a 5oldier in Capt. 
Joseph B:ildy's com~"!':lny. In the. winter ?f 1777-8 he 
~·ith others were cc1nf:ned as prisoners ·m a church 
in Xcw Jersey. One Christian Merkel, also of Rich· 
mond township, froze to death in Heinrich Haeffner's 
arms. The follo"•:ing legal document is on record in 
the Court House of H·~rks county: ''Berks County, ss: 
Whereas Heinrich Heffner, of Jacob Baldys Co., in 
Col. Philip Gehr's Battalion, has made complaint to 
us. the Subscribers, t.ommissioners of said county that 
he could not attend at Mustc-r and Field days in 1777-
1 i7S as he was a prisoner of \Var and not exchanged, 
and we find his. complaint just, do therefore, agree
able to an Act of General Assembly, passed the 27th 
day of :\larch. 1789 ~-.cquit and exhonerate the said 
Henry Heffner from the fine which he might have 
incurred from not ~ttending said .Muster and Field 
days. Given under our hands, the fourth day of 
October, in the year of our Lord, one thousand, sev
en hundred and ninety. (Signed) John Keim. Henry 
Spevker. Jacob Beyer." . 

Johann Heinrich ::.faeffner, .:;on of Heinrich, was born 
~ov. 23, li54, and (ied aged seventy years, se~en 
months and four clays. He married Anna Catherine 
Kohler, born in 1759, and their children were: Daniel 
m. Betsev Graeff; John died young; Henry m. Betsey 
Rahn; Abraham (grandfather of Franklin D.); S:im
uel, born in 1791. m. Kate Folk, and died in 1872; 
Solomon m. Rachel Graeff; Jacob, born in. 1804, m. 
Rebecca Rahn. and died in 1877; Polly was a lifelong 
invalid; Hannah m. Daniel Underkoffler; and Kate m. 
Lansing Knapp.· 

Abraham Heffner, son of Johann Heinrich, was born 
in 1789, and died in 1854. He lived for a number oi 
years at ).Josclcm. To him and his wife, Polly Kerch
ner (1801-1876), were born children as follows: Isaac 
dieci young: Elizabeth m. Charles Zcttelmoyer, a resi
dent of the old Heffner stand; Polly; Sarah died in 
childhood: Anna m. Samuel :\loyer; Susanna died 
young; Daniel became the father of Franklin D.; 
:\bra.ham m. Racv Ann Stoudt; Caroline; and Samuel 
died ycmng. -

Daniel Heffner. son of Abraham, was born on the 
old Heffner homestead in 1834, and died in 1881. He 
receh·cd hi~ cducatif'ln in the schools of his day. and 
·when a young m:in le:irnt!d the trade of carpenter, be
coming a first-class mechanic. He built many build-

·.I 

.. ! 
. i ' ...... 
; 



:: · I 
":, i 

I 

.L 
, .. ~ ~ i ' 

I 
t 
i 
! 

:• ! 
,:' . ~ • f 

: I; 

'(OJ- I 

·fi92. HISTORY OF BERKS C013XTY, PE~KSYLVANIA 

ings in and about the \'illage of Virginville, and taught 
many men the trade. He also owned a smal~ farm 
near Virginville, which is now in the possession of 
his son, Franklin D. In political matters :\Ir. Heffner 
was a Democrat, and he was a leader in the rank:; of 
his party in this section o( the st.ate, serving as school 
director of Richmond township for many years. He 
and his family were strict Lutherans. attending ~l<?se
lem Church oi which he was trustee for a long period. 
Daniel Heff

0

ner married Lucy \Vhik, daughter of David 
and Ann (Hill) Wink. farming people of :\laxatawny 
township. She died in 1902, aged sixty-eight years. 
and both she and her husband are buried at Moselem 
Church. To them were born four children, as follows: 
Franklin D.; Mary Ann, who died aged ten years; 
Amos I., who died in his seventeenth year; and Joel, 
who passed away when four years old. 

Franklin D. Heffner atter.cled the district schools 
of his locality, and was reared upon the farm on 
which he was born. For some years he lived on a 
small farm near Virginville, \vhich lies adjacent to 
the old Heffner hom~stead, but in 1891 he bought the 
fine farm on which h'e now resides. This property 
is valuable. It is ont· oi the best farms in the town
ship. It consists of 110 acres of excellent land, the 
buildings upon which :ire large, substantial and in ex
cellent condition. The water facilities are of the 
best. Mr. Heffner is an up-to-date. practical agri
culturist, using the most modern machinery and im~ 
plements. and his good crops are in a measure due to 
the manner in ,...-hich hi!· prepares the soil prioi." to 
planting. He has a goo<l herd of live stock, and his 
horses are kno\\·n throu~~o1u the township as of the 
best breed. He is one ~of the substantial citizens of 
Richmond township. and a heavy tax payer. Person
ally he is quiet and unassuming. and he is known 
to his neighbors and acquaintances as an honorable 
and upright ·citizer.. . 

Mr. Heffner is a ~trong and uncompromising Demo
crat, but, although he takes an active interest in pol
itics, believing that it is his duty as a citizen to do 
so, he has never allowed his name to be used as a 
candidate for public position. He and his family are 
loyal supporters oi the Lutheran faith and consistent 
members of lloselem Church, of which ~Ir. Heffner 
has been deacon for four years and treasurer for over 
seventeen years. He was a member of the building 
committee wht!n the 'new church was built in 1894, 
and c9ntributed largely in time, money and material 
towards its erectio:1. 

In 1881 l\Ir. Heffner married :\Iary Ann Dietrich. 
daughter of Jonath:sn and Catherine (Keim) Dietrich, 
of Greenwich towr.5-hip, and to this union there have 
been born children ;;.5·follows: Joel \V., )lar:r C., Daniel 
E.,· Katie C.. Jona5 F .. Hannah A .• A. Howard, Alice 
J., Ada L., FrankE:l J ~ and Flor~nce E. 

Adam Dietrich. ~--reat-great-grandfather of :\lrs. Heff
ner, was born in 1 ':'-10 and died in 1817. He married 
Maria Barbara Stdnbruch (liU-1821). ·who, like him
self, had come ir.:·::1 the Palatinate, Germany, on the 
gClod ship "Britt::.::-.ia:· which landed at Philadelphia 
Oct. 26, 1767. The-y were the parents of the following 
children: Johann . .\-:am. 1765-1823; Johann Georg. 1767-
1837; llaria B:ir:..:.:-a. 1769--1846; Catherine, 1771--; 
Johann Jacob. I77~:-1S5i; Johann Michael, 1775.-1862; 
Johann Heinrkh. : 777-about 1857; Johannes, 1779-1830; 
a daughter bc.r:i ::-. 1781; Johann Christian, 1783-1874; 
~!aria llagc.ln1~:-:::... 1785: and Anna :\largareta, 1787-
1838. 

lohann Chri$t:.::.:: Dietrich, son ofeAdam, was born 
in 1783. and ditc! ::: 1Si4. He married Elizabeth Georg 
(1786-1846). a~.: : : them were born children as fol
lows: Benjamj::. : ~:16-1Sn; Solomon, 1807-1Si4; Beckie 
m. Jacob He:r::y Jonathan was the grandfather of 
Mrs. Heffner: ~= ~;-ge. 1811-1887; Samuel. 1817-1893; 
Anna m. Danie: 5-;•ohn; Hettie m. John Moyer; Dan-

iel, 182-4-1898; Xathan, 1827-1880; and Henry. 1832-
1905. 

Jonathan Dietrich, son of Christian, "·as born Dec. 
2, 1802., and died Jan. 29, 1862.· He married Elizabeth 
Schearer, born Sept. 25, 1810, who died June 7,. 1897. 
and both were buried at Moselem Church. They had 
the following children: Ephraim, born in 1835, died 
in 1905; Jo~1athan, father of Mrs. Heffner; Joel; \Vil
liam; Daniel: Henry; Samuel; Edwin and Sarah Ann. 

Jonathan Dietrich, son of Jonathan, was born Nov. 
28, 1535, and died Aug. 6, 1871. He O\vned and cul
tivated a tract of fifty acres of land in Greenwich 
township, where his ,,,.hole life was spent. 11 r. Dietrich 
married Catherine Keim, and to them were born 
children as follows: Terinta m. Isaac Hess, ·a .farmer 
of :\laiden-creek township; :\Iary Ann m. :\Ir. Heffner; 
George :M. m. Katie Fegley;· and is a farmer near 
Evansville, Pa.; and Katie m. Oscar Luckinbill, of 
Leesport, Pennsylvania. 

GEORGE W. S~YDER. who is well known to the 
people of Reading, Pa., ~ s a professional musician, has 
been identified with nrt~ical organizations since his 
twelith year, and is th-e present director of th~ Glen 
Echo Orchestra. ~Ir. Snyder was born in !SGF., in 
Bethel township. Berks county, son of Franklin anc.l 
Elizabeth (Lerch) Snyder. 

Thomas Snyder, the grr~ndfather of George \V., was 
a prosperous farmer of Bethel township, and· owned 
land deeded to the family by. the Penns in 1730. He 
married a :\[iss \Vagner, and to them were born the 
following children: \Va;;!1ington, Davilla, Isaac, Frank
lin. Henrietta and Clementina. Of this family Frank
lin. Snyder was one of the early farmers of Bethel 
township, and followed agricultural pursuits all of 
his life, dying at the age of fifty-four years. Hi3 
widow still survives. They were the parents of these 
children: Rebecca; Emma; Sarah, deceased; \Viiliam 
F.; George W.; David T. and Ella J., deceas~d; and 
Dora :'.\I. The family were members of the Lutheran 
Church. • 

George \V. Snyder received his literary education 
in the public schools, after leaving which he· taught 
school for th·e years, then engaging as a brakeman 
on the Philadelphia & Reading Railroad, with which 
road he continued for three years. He then became 
a United States railway postal clerk, his run being 
between .-\llentown and Harrisburg. but after twelve 
vears he resigned, and took up the profession of 
piano tuning., At the acre of tweke years he receh·cd 
his first instruction in music from Prof. L. A. Drum
heller, of Harrisburg. and later he graduated from the 
G. H. :\lunroe School o( Piano Tuning, Bostf.lll, hav
ing done practical work in the ·Cornish Piano factory. 
He is a member of the I. 0. 0. F .. the P. 0. S. of 
A. and the Xational Association of Railway Postal 
Clerks. In political m4ltters he is a Democrat. 

Professor Snyder married A. Blanche Deck, and to 
them ha\·e been born four children; Percy A.; Robl!rt 
E. and Maysie A., deceased; and George D. The family 
attend the Reformed Church. 

CYRUS Q. GULDI~. one of the leading bu:-ine5:> 
men of Reading, Pa., who is president of the Read
ing Cold Storage & Ice Company, was born in Cok
brookdale township, Berks count)·, ~lay 25. 1860, 5~ln 
01' Horace N. and Elizabeth :\l. (Eshhach) Gulchn. 
and grandson of John and :\laria (Grim) Guldin. 

John Guldin, also a natin: of Berks county. was a 
farmer and ran a saw mill in his nntive locality. ~k 
was a member of no church. although he favore~l !h\· 
Reformed denomination~ and was a good Chrt5tlat: 
and excellent neighbor. He and his wife had thl!:i~ 
children: Edward, Henry, James, Cyrus, .:\fary :m<t 
Horace X. . 

Horace X. Guldin was educated :n the !\chool_:;. 1': 

Boyertown, and in early life engaged in school teacnw.: 
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Hyre, Jonathan 
Jones, George W. 
Jorden, David C. 
Lanphier, William P. 
Larimer, John A. 
Leach, David S. 
Jones, George W. 

Benson, Robert M. 
Brigham, Fletcher 
Coy, Samuel 
Cutting, Charles W. 
Cutting, Thomas E. 
Davis, Wi lliam A. 
Davis, Joseph S. 

()I • 

~~: , 

~cGSR LY 
Lexington Shaw, Samuel M. Bloomington 
White Oak Slown, James M. Gridley 
Bloomington Taylor, Otis L. White Oak 
Montgomery Tendick, John Bloomington 
Normal Shaw, Samuel M. Bloomington 
Randolph Slown, James M. Gridley 
White Oak Taylor, Otis L. White Oak 

Recruits 
Bloomington Graham, Thomas Bloomington 
Bloomington Hays, Henry H. Bloomington 
Bloomington Moore, John S. Bloomington 
Dale Sauson, Samuel W. Cropsey 
Shirley Sherman, Samuel Hudson 
White Oak Shinn, Charles S. Atlanta 
Bloomington Thompson, James Bloomington 

McLean County names extracted from the Adjutant General's Report of 1886 
by Sandy Voyles, MCGS member. The Report contains additional 
information such as date of rank, date of muster, and remarks, and 

can be viewed at the McLean County Museum of History. 

GEORGE DIETRICH 

George Dietrich was born February 9, 18 16, and died February 5, 1900, in the brick house 
erected by him on the present site of the Pantagraph. He owned other property across the street. 
He was twice married; his first wife, Harriet G., was born in 1822 and died December 29, 1857. 
He was in the hardware business for many years under the firm name of Dietrich and Bradner. 
He had several children, all deceased but one daughter, Mrs. Mary Sprague of Normal who is a 
member of this Society. He was a Republican and a Methodist, and of Engli sh descent. An 
elegant monument is erected to his memory. 

Carlock, W. B., in "Short Historical Sketches of the Pioneers Buried 
in the Evergreen City Cemetery of this City," Bloomington Cemetery Association 

Folder 202-W. B. Carlock, McLean County Museum of History Archi ves. 
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MYSTERY PHOTOS OF THE 33Ro ILLINOIS 
VOLUNTEER INFANTRY REGIMENT 

In July, Christopher J. Evey of Las Cruces, New Mexico, sent to the McLean County Museum of 

History Library I Archives a CD containing scans of cartes de visite (a type of photograph) of 

soldiers from the 33rd Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Most of the photos were identifi ed, 

but a few were not. lf you recognize any of these individuals, please contact Christopher at 

chris.evey@earthlink.net, or Bill Kemp, McLean County Museum of History, librarian I 
archivist, at 827-0428. 
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